"A 


* 4 
Y . 


X. E N 4 * K 8 


Oo By 
Da. PRIESTLEY' SYSTEM 


"x INE 5 | 


un aterialſm, Mechaniſm, and Nee ity, 

CCC PE 

SERIES or LETTERS 0 

| 1 EI ESA} ” 

Fur Reverend Ma. Wenz, A 4 

INTRODUCTORY. 1 0 

A Ki 1 x 
8 | TOWARDS THE PROOF 


2 „ aw 18 es | 
IMMORTAL SPIRIT IN MAN. 


— . —— — 8 — 
D Jucundius quam ſeire quid ſimps, quid fuerimus, quid 
dine, et cum his etiam divina et ſupreins ill poſt obitum mun- | 

. Cique viciflitudines. *' Garden - 


* 
% on 
3 . 
. " ” 
z — 
1 
N * 
— 
-- 


3 &E 5 © 44 


Parntzy BY Grzonor Panncr, AND soft AT TRE naw 
Cnarxzri, CITY Roan, London, AND AT Tu 
RI. * Wz:5LKY's PaZACKING Hovsxs 


dn TOWN AND TY 


® — 


— - e # ia — 


7 
** 


- oy . 
23644 - _—_ TY oe. ans. 6a. HR” 


1 - * 8 
* a . — > 
* * , * % 3» 57 
: I & s 0 — 3 14 o 
4 * * | 
1 : «-#.- , Y . 19 . o < ö * $ 
2 . EC I i — . , ” © * F * L 2 ; 
* . " 4 . 
* . . . ® " 
, WW, wy - . * bs 
© S (+ 4 > "of 4.44% % T © * 0 8 
» 6 
. * * bk 6 * . a 
= » * . - 
7 * — d , 0 
„1 $ a eh" - ' ; 
* - * » 
. l 5 Y 
. , F * . 
1 # * F 
- 0 
8 1 


HEN the Author began theſe Remarks, 
DVV. he only intended to write one ſingle 
Letter, by way of Preface to the Eſſay on the 
Ss ſeparate exiſtence of the ſoul, which he had previ- 
oully drawn up, but as he proceeded, he was ſo 
ſtruck with the inconſiſtency of the Doctrine 
here refuted, and ſuch a number of obſervations 
occurred reſpeCtingit, that he could not prevail with 
himſelf to diſmiſs the ſubject till he had written all 
that follows... But, after this, he would nat have 
dared ſo far to truſt his own judgment as to 
.conclude theſe Letters were worthy of the public 
notice, had he not firſt ſubmitted them to the in- 
ſpection of the perſon to whom they are inſcribed , 
and taken js opinion. Through his advice, 
though with much diffidence, they are now ſent 
abroad: and as an apology to the Chriſtian rea- 
der, for putting into his hands, hat may ſeem, at 
firſt ſight,” to have little tendency to adminiſter 
to his ſpiritual improvement; the Author wiſhes 
here to intimate, that though theſe Remarks are 
not directiy calculated to afford him much edifi- 
cation in faith or holineſs, yet indirectly they may 
promote both the one and the other. They are 
intended and it is hoped, in ſome meaſure adapted 
to expoſe and diſprove that vain Philoſophy, 
Wy "44 2 Which 


3 
ſwayed in all his volizionsand dies 


bim returns to the duſt out of which he was taken. 
ene Of Whieh, | 


(ir 


who is a ſpirit, into a mere machine, a body with- 
out a ſoul, a piece of . matter, all whoſe 


motions are hanical, neceſſary and 


- unavoidable, If rain, wy do not tend to 


build the reader up in his 24 holy faith, yet if they 


demoliſh the engines, deviſed by ſame Philoſo- 
phers of the age, to undermine and deftroy that 


— the . may Rill have their uſe and 1 
. doctrine dee eh 


| everthraws alt religion and morality,” it is the 


doctrine here the doctrine which teaches 


man bat no 
tece of clort-work, nece 


foul; that white be lives, he is a mere 
furround- 


ing objects; and that when he dies, the whole of 


ur 


Tbis is e doctrine, the # 
it has been the author's « 


vour, to ſet in a 
clear point of view in the following pages. And 


it the reader ſee it in the fame light of mconfiſt- 
—_—— it has 


to the writer of 


have convin 
7 Fibel, who oppo 
3 and deelaitns fo conſtantiy a 
and Monement of Chriſt, and e ae 
ence of divine Grace upon the ſoul, is not in 415 
bie; but will be furniſhed alfo with, ore a 
Pre ar t that he who is given up 
as to believe himſe and all 


ſheets 3 he will not 
proof that the gr 


to ſo ſtrong a del 


; mankind to be mere machines, is very probably 


miſtaken reſpecting thoſe other important parti- 


culars alſo: and that after all his peremptory and 


repeated aflertions to the contrary, the Lord Joa: 
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may happen to be ſomething more than a mere 
_—— a proper object of worſbip, and 
may have made a real atonement for the fins of 
mankind and be able'to ſave to the utterme/t all 
that come unto God by him, as ever liuing to make 
interteſſion for them: The Evangeliſts and Apoſ- 
tles may perhaps have written, as well as ſpoken, 
by inſpiration, and may be worthy of entire 
credit in all they have delivered, and even St. 
Paul that * inconcluſive reaſoner, ”” may be as 
ſure a guide in the ſearch” of truth as Dr. Prięſt- 
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One important leſſon, at leaſt, the reader may 
learn from this publication; he may learn how 
dangerous it is to leave the Bible, or to de 

from n of faith in its ſacred Truths, 
which credits all that the Lord hath ſpoken, and 
receives kris teſtimony as certain 4 infallible. 
He will reflect that the perſon who teaches: we 
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in a have ns fouls, and who, it ſeems, is not far from 
And teaching, there is no God, or none that can profit 

| us, began his inglorious courſe, of deluſive error 

£ by calling in queſtion the teſtimony of Scripture - 


concerning the Lord that bought him. Hence he 
ſoon diſbelieved his Divinity, then his Pre-exiſt- 
ence, and then his miraculous conception, and pro- 
ceeded from leſs to more till he denied him in all | 
is characters and ces, even in that of an in- £4708 
allible teacher, not allowing his very doctrine to 
be in all points a ſure ground of confidence. Thus 
dy undermining the authority of Scripture, even 
f that delivered by our Lord himſelf, he has 
paved the way for diſcarding any revealed truth 
hat- does not comport with his pre-conceived 
me. And is this the perſon that ſets up for 
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was to leap into the bottle) whether there, beany 
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an "Oracle and aſſumes to himfelf the office” of 
Reformer General of all Creeds, "Gonife ons 4 
Faith and Articles of religion? 
Some errors are of fo rSieulons a nature that 
it is not eaſy to bring one's ſelf to oppoſe them 
ſeriouſly > nor indeed does that ſeem the beſt way 
of doing it. "They are, better attacked 
in the way of Irony. $ueb, it has appeared to 
the author of this Track, are the errors here 
touched upon; errors of fo extravagant a nature 
and — by ſuch ſtrange inconſiſtent reaſon- 
ing, that one is tempted to think Dr. Prze filly 
could not believe his own doctrine, but 22500 | 

making the experiment, (like the 'Conj urer thin: 


abſurdity 00 great for a part, at leaſt of the poor 
bewildered | offspring of Adam to de induced to 


Only let me add, if any Cbriſian reader find 
eicher pleaſure nor profit in peruſing the Letters, 
he is referred to the Eſay in which it is 

he will meet with both. As the Author 
has no doubt but it fully proves, and that on the 
ſureſt ground viz, the ground of divine revela- 
fron, that man has a foul which will out-live his 
body ; fo he truſts it will be a means of confirm- 
ing the reader's faith in that moſt needful and 
important truth and of arming him againſt all the 


ſophiſtry whereby men of corrupt minds and re- 


Probate concerning the faith, endeavour to over- 
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Reverend and dear Sir, | 
AS Dr. Prieftley's Syſtem of Mate, i liſm is 
4 cloſely 924 64 (if it be — the 
Woundation on which he builds) his capital argu- 
ents, deſigned for the overthrow of the Pre- exiſt- 
nce and Godhead of Chriſt, the virtue of his Atone- 
ent, the influence of divine Grace upon the ſoul 
nd other fundamental truths of Chriſtianity; it 
ems proper, before I comply with you and Mrs. 
letcher's requeſt, with regard to reviſing and finiſn- 
g the Letters which Mr. Fletcher had begun to 
1e Doctor, in defence of one of theſe important 
ottrines, that I ſhould prepare the way by making 
me remarks on that ſyſtem, and remir.ding the 
hriſtian reader of a few paſſages in the Holy 
Ncriptures, which, it appears to me, entirely ſap 
at foundation and leave his principle arguments 
ground to ſtand on.. | 

2. I do not, indeed, ſuppoſe that theſe paſſages 
ill have any weight with the Doctor. For though 
> has not yet entirely rejected the authority of the 
Apired volume, yet, with a felicity peculiar to 
imſelf and other Socinian writers, he can eaſily 
pnſtrue into ſome other ſenſe, ſuch texts as mili- 
e againſt his Scheme. Or, if at any time, this 
RRS, B b 
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be not ſo eaſy, he can ſuppoſe that the paſſage uM 
an interpolation, or has been corrupted by the 
Orthodox, or is a ſtrong Eaſtern figure of ſpeech and 
not to be taken litterally, or that our Lord and his 
Apoſtles ſpoke, in this inſtance, according to. the 
ailing Fedianings of the times, which they did 
not think it proper to contradict, or that in this 
point, even thy themſ.lves were miſtaken. It would 
aſtoniſh a perſon, who has been accuſtomed to 
take the Scriptures in their plain and obvious ſenſe, 
and who has not read Dr. Prieftley and ſuch 
like authors, that any one under a profeſſion of 
Chriſtianity ſhould hold and propagate opinions ſo 
manifeſtly unchriſtian, and attempt to reconcile 
them with the word of God. 

3. As to that part of his extraordinary ſyſtem 
which I now refer to, and which 1s 1 d the 
foundation of the whole, thoſe who have ſaved 
themſelves the pain of mind, which the peruſal of 
his works cannot fail to give a ſerious Chriſtian, 
mult be informed, he teaches that man is a mere 
body without a foul, that what we call the foul, viz, 
the mages of th:ught and intelligence, is the ne- 
ceſſary reſult of that particular arrangement of mat- 
ter which compoſes the human brain; that it neither is 
nor can be diſtinct from it: and of courſe that when 
that particular arrangement of matter is diſſolved 
and ceaſes, the ſoul is diſſolved and ceaſes alſo. He 
is aware that this doctrine implies that man is a 
mere Machine, unavoidably moved and impelled i 
by ſurrounding objects and ſuch perceptions and il 
ideas as they occaſion and ſuggeſt; and that it draws 
after it the ab/olute neceffity of all human actions and 
volitions. But not at all alarmed at this, or in the 
leaſt ſuſpicious of. the truth of a doctrine, which, 
in its certain conſequences, makes God the ſole 
author of all the ſin committed in the world, or 
rather totally annihilates the diſtinction between fo 

| | ana 


Z 

Wu holineſs, between vice and virtue ; and leaves 
ankind no more accountable for their actions 
an the cattle that graze in their meadows or the 


his Wraſs theſe cattle feed on; he openly avows and 
the iefends one of theſe conſequences, viz. that God 
did indeed the Author of /in, and ſpends many pages 
his In ſhewing what happy effects would follow, 


ould his doctrine on this head be ſo fully em- 


to MWbraced as to become the ruling principle of our 
iſe, hole conduct. 
ich 


4. But, that it may fully —_ I do not mi- 
Wepreſent his ſyſtem, I ſhall ſelect from different 
ſo parts of his writings ſundry paſſages, in which, 

Vith ſufficient clearneſs, he re y tells us what 

Wit is. Thus, Di. P. 160, Man conſiſts wholly 
„ * matter 7 2 the river does of water or 
wche Forreſt of trees.” Hiſt. of Cor. P. 425, Agree- 
ably to the dictates of Y on and he 3 
of Scripturerightly underſtood” we ſhould *acqui- 


of ; 
m, * eſce in the opinion that man is himſelf an homoge- 
cre “ neous Being and that the power of ſenſation and 


« thought belong to the brain, as much as gravity 
* and magnetiſm belong to other arrangements of 


at- matter,” Difqg. P. 124. According to the 
is Chriſtian Syſtem, the body is neceſſary to all the 
en « perceptions and exertions of the mind; and if 
ed & this be the caſe, what evidence can there be, 
Je 


& that it is not dependant upon the body for its 
& exiſtence alſo ; that is, what evidence can there 
be, that the faculty of thinking does not inhere 
in the body itſelf, and that there is no ſuch thing 


are e as a ſoul ſeparate from it ? —P. 3535. The prin- 
ad * ciple object (of this treatiſe) is to prove the uni- 
he form compoſition of man, or that what we call 
h, mind, or the principle of perception and thought, 


is not a ſubſtance diſtin from the body, but the 
e reſult of corporeal organization. 


O | 

fs Whatever matter be, I think, 1 have ſuf- 

nd B 2 ng & kciently 
4 | 


„ | 
© fictently proved, that mind is nothing more than iſ 
„ modification of it.” P. 336. The doctrine 
« of neceſſity, maintained in the Appendix, is the 
<«< immediate reſult of the doctrine of the materiality WM 
of man, for mechaniſm is the undoubted conſe- 
* quence of materialiſm. Preface to Phil. Neceſſ. P. 
19. If man be wholly a materia, it will not be 
% denied but that he muſt be a me hantcal being.“ 
« Every thing therefore belonging to the doctrine 
“of materialiſm, is in fact an argument for the 
4 doctrine of neceſſity, and conſeqently the doctrine 
& of Neceffity is a direct inferents from Materia. im. 
5. That the Doctor confiders this neceſſity as 
extending to all the thoughts, words and works, 
good and bad, of all mankind, ſo as to make God i 
the ſole author of them all, is plain from the fol- 
lowing paſlages, Pref. P. 23. The Ancients had Wh 
& no juſt idea of the proper mechauiſm of the ming, 
«© depending upon the certain influence df motives 

„ to determine the will, by means of which the 
© whole ſeries of events, from the beginning of the | 
world to the conſummation of all things, makes 
% one connected chain of cauſes and effefts originally 
, eſtabliſhed by the Deity.” And P. 8. Phil. Nec. 
ſpeaking of the *fixed laws of nature reſpecting the 
6 will,” and that “ it is never determined without 
© ſome real or apparent cauſe, foreign to itſelf,” 
and that © motives influence us in ſome definite and 
_ ** invariable manner, ſo that every volition or i 
choice is conſtantly regulated and determined by 

6 what precedes it; he adds This being admitted 

to be fact, there will be a neceſſary connexion 
between all things paſt, reſent and to come, in the 
% way of proper cauſe ina effect, as much in the in- 
ce telleCtual as in the natural world; ſo that how little 
* ſoever the bulk of mankind may be apprehenſive i 

& of it, or ſtaggered by it, according to the eſtabliſhed 
& laws of nature, no event could have been other- 
po 6 ile 


: C64 
&« wiſe' than it has been, is or ic to be, and therefore 
« all things paſt preſent and to come, are preciſely 
« what the author of nature really intended them to 
te be and has made proviſion ſor.” | 
6. He illuſtrates bis meaning, which however is 
clear enough, by a comparifon, P. 9, 10. Unleſs 
« the ſundamental laws of the ſyſtem were changed, 
« it would be impoſſible that any event ſhould 
« have been otherwiſe than it was; —juſt as the 
« preciſe place where a billiard ball reſts is neceſſari- 
4 5 determined, by the impulſe given to it at firſt, 
« notwitſtanding its impinging againſt ever ſo many 
« other balls or the ſides of the table.” So that 
according to the Dottor, the mind of man, is as 
perfectly paſſive. as a billiard ball, and is as 
much at the mercy of ſurrounding. objects and 
motives, as a billiard ball 1s at the mercy of the im- 
E to it by any perſon or thing. For ſays 
e (Diſg. P. 96.) © Senſations and id as compre- 
« hend all the objects of thought, and all the ex- 
'& ertions or emotions of the ſoul, as far as we 
„can obſerve, always ſucceed ſenſations or ideas; 
and to all appearance are as much occaſioned and 
produced by them as any effect in nature can be 
& {aid to be produced by its proper cauſe; the one 
© invariably following the other, according to a 
certain eſtabliſhed law.” ; , 
&In fact (proceeds he) a bal, acted upon 
& by a foreign mechanical impulſe, may juſt as 
« well be ſaid to have a {elf moving power as the 
e ſoul of man; ſenſations and ideas being as pro- 
« perly an impelling force reſpecting the mind, as 
„the ſtroke of a cd &c, is an impelling force 
* with reſpeC to the ball.” ON 
7. Hence he affirms (Phil. Nec. P. 43.) that“ all mo- 
« tions are equally mechanical,” and in every view 
« of the ſubjett, whether the will be conſidered in a 
popular or philoſophical ſenſe, it appears, that 
| B 3 ju 
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ess its determinations muſt be directed by certain in- 
2 variable laws, de gs. upon the previous ſtate 


< of the mind and the ideas preſent to it at the 
e moment of forming any reſolution ; fo that in no 
« caſe whatever could they have been otherwiſe 
than they actually were.” A ſoothing doctrine 
this to the man, whoſe conſcience accuſes him of 
enormities and crimes, which, he torments himſelf 
with thinking he might have avoided, Let him 
hearken to Dr. Prieſtley, and give his fears to the 


- wind. In committing adultery, inceſt, robbery and 


.murder he has only been obeying the fundamental 
laws of the ſyſtem and fulfilling the will of his 
Almighty Creator. For ſays he {Dedication P. g.) 
6+ whatever men may intend or execute, all their 


« deligns and all their actions are ſubject to the 


- 4 ſecret influence and guidance of one who is neceſ- 


ſarily the beſt judge of what will moſt promote his 


* own excellent purpoſes.” And if adultery and mur- 


der will moſt promote 2, why ſhould any one con- 
demn the . and murderer ? Or why ſhould he 
condemn kimfelf ? Let him know (P. 12.) © There 
is but one will in the whole univerſe, and this 
one will, excluſive of all chance, or the inter- 
& ference of any other will, diſpoſes of all things, 


even to their minuteſt circumſtances,” and (P. 13) 


is always done on earth as well as in heaven.”. 


It is done therefore when adultery and inceſt, rob- 
bery and murder are committed, as truly and as 
fully as when men are temperate and chaſte, juft 


and merciful, Nor is it needful to pray that it may 
be done becauſe it always is and muſt be done, and 


that neceſſarily and unavoidably, otherwiſe the funda- 


_ mental Pe of the ſyſtem would be altered, which 


is impoſſible, | 

8. Nor is it on the authority of Dr. Prieſliy only 
that we are to believe this doctrine; but on that of 
leveral other learned and great Philoſophers allo, 


and 


„ | 
and in particular of Mr. Hobbes. This gentleman, 


Dr. Pogue tells us (Pref. P. 27.) © was the firſt 
« who underſtood and maintained the proper doc- 
« trine of Philoſophical neceſſity,“ (which we have 
Juſt ſeen ſtated and explained in the Doctor's own 
words) and, in the judgement of the Doc. r, did 5 
no ſmall honour to this country in making ſuch a - 
capital and glorious di;covery, that man is a mere 
machine, and that all his volitions and actions are 
neceſſary and unavoidable, Mr. Hobbes, it ſeems, at- 
ſures us that! the liberty of man in doing what he / 
« will, is accompanied with the neceſſity of. doing 
«© what God will and no more nor leſs,” and that 
% we cannot have any paſſion, will or appetite of 
& which God's will is not the cauſe.” In the mouth, 
therefore, of tl eſe to great witneſſes, of us:queſttonable 
credit and authority, this important matter is fully 
eſtabliſhed, and all fin of what kind ſoever, com- 
mitted as has been ſuppoſed, againſt God, our 
neighbour and our-ſelves, in thought and deſire, 
temper, word and work, and vulgarly called d:fobe- 
dience and the tranſgreſſion of the law, is in rea- 
lity obedience and the keeping of the law, even obe- 
dience to the ſupreme and irreſiſtible will of God, 
which always 1s and muſt be done, and keeping the 
— law, or laws, of the ſyſtem which it is 
as impoſſible for any creature to tranfgreſs, as it is 3 
for the Almighty to be overcome. 

0 What a pity it is, conſidering how well cal 
culated this trine is to quiet men's conſciences, 
hat it ſhould be confined to Philoſophers and their 
diſciples, and ſhould not meet with a more favour- 
able reception among the illiterate and the vulgar. 
For theſe, it muſt be confeſſed, have almoſt as much 
need of it as the great and the learned. But as 5 
Horace juſtly obſerved. | | 

———Senſus communis in iſta 

Fortuna rarus ; —- 
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Not but that they will go along with our Doctor 
a certain length, but as he tells us Phil. Nec. P. 
105.) * When they are told that in conſequence of 
« — conceſſions they muſt admit that nothing 
4% could have been otherwiſe than it has been, that 
« every thing comes to paſs in conſequence of an 
& eſtabliſhed conſtitution of things, a conſtitution 
te eſtabliſhed by the author of nature, and therefore 
« that God is to be conſidered as the proper and 
& ſole cauſe of all things, good and evil, natural 
« and moral, they are ſtaggered and withhold their 
© aſſent.“ „ „ 
10. From this place therefore, (adds he) the 
« Philoſopher muſt be content to proceed by him- 
« ſelf,” who, however, it ſeems will be amply re- 
compenſed for his courage, in venturing to aſcend 
into the regions of ſpeculation, in the philoſophical 
Balloon which, withthe helpof Lord Raim , Mr. Hob- 
bes, and Dr. Hartley, Dr. Prieſtiey, has conſtructed, 
while the vulgar ſouls, that are affraid to riſe above 
the ground their forefathers ſtood on, and are content 
to walk when they might fy, are neceſſarily deprived 
of the enlarged and comprehenſive view this aerial 
tour would give them. For © we ſhall fee (pro- 
& ceeds he) that his more comprehenſive views of 
« the ſyſtem of nature” (viz. © that God is the 
Proper and ſole cauſe of all things, good and evil, 
natural and moral”) “ are not fs, but much more 
« favourable to his improvement in virtue and ha 
„ pineſs, than the more limited views of the bulk 
of mankind. Theſe (alas! for their poor, low, 
groveling, unphiloſophical ideas !) * look no fur- 
« ther for the cauſes. of men's (wicked) © actions 
than to men” (ſometimes indeed they may 
think the Devil hath ſome hand in them) * whereas 
6 the Philofoper conſiders them as neceſſary inſtru- 
„ments in the hands of the firſt cauſe.” Prepare 
ve therefore, Reverend Sir, to attend while the 


Doctor 


,_ WY 0M YI yy WW 


mu 


LE A * 


1 8 * 


os ee = fo. - Mo. - £2 


: 3.238 


Doctor © fairly traces the conſequences of this more 
© enlarged and juſter view of things,” if peradven- 
ture his dicourſe may induce us alſo to become Fhi- 
loſophers! In the mean time, excuſe the liberty I 


take in addrefling you upon this ſubject, and believe 
me to be X73 


Your unneceſhtated, 
Free and voluntary 
Servant in Chriſt, 
JOSEPH BENSON, 


LETTER II. 


& not under the influence of any violent emotion 
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| — den (he being a mere body without a ſoul, like 
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. would raiſe your ex tions too high, concern- 
ing the advantages to be derived from this famous p 
ſyſtem; and that you will feel a great'diſappoint- 
ment hen I begin this letter with informing you, 
in the Doctor's words, (P. 106) «that the araflical 
4+ ule of theſe (his) philoſophical views, is confined 
to a* man's cooler moments, when. the mind is 


% or paſſion. For“ (adds he) i ſince the mind of a Phi- 
loſopher is formed and the aſſociations by which 


TN dy » +.» 


wo of . => 


them and all his motions urely mechanical, neceſſari- 
ly produced and di cauſed and determined by 
Crone on 4 * he will not be able in the gene- 
« ral hurry of life to feel, think or act different 


from other men: but a provocation will fix his re- 


ſentment upon the perſon from vbom it immediate - 
©ly p ds, or a grateful and kind action will in 


like manner direct his love and gratitude to the 


* perſon from whom it immediately comes; his 


„ own actions alſo will be conſidered with the 


s ſame mechanical feelings of ſelf apt lauſe or remorſe, _ 
t as if he had not been a philoſopher.” For, (that 1 * 
may add a word in confirmation of the Doctor's opi- 

(a billiard ball, ſup 


ſe) and muſt move faſt or 
w, this way or t 


„according to the impulſe 


nion)though a Philoſopher, he is {till but a machine 
t 


1 given him by perſons ' or things arround. But 
when this floating creature, this Philoſophical 

Machine, or Mechanical Philoſopher, is drawn m_ 
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1 | 
of this tumult of ſurrounding wafers which toſs him 
to and fro, like a cork; - When, as the Doctor ex- 

reſſes it, © he is-retired from the world,. in his 
* cooler moments, and under the influence-of no vio- 


« lent emotion and therefore contemplating nothing 
&« very recent,” the caſe will be different: The 


* Mechaniſm of his mind,” receiving fewer impulſes 


from outward objects will be more gentle and uni- 
form in its motions, and he will reap the full effect 
of his philoſophy. > | NY 
2. + Cogſider we therefore (P. 106) the feelings 
« of this PhiloſopMer” in theſe circumſtances, when, 
if he is not quite at reſt from external objects and 
the ſenſations and ideas they octaſion, (in which 
caſe, I preſume he would ſtand ſtock ſtill, like a 


watch gone down, having no principle of motion 


within himſelf) yet is * under the influence of no 
violent emotion, (as the Doctor has it) and 
therefore is contemplating nothing very re- 
* cent; ” recent events, it ſeems, having, by ſome 
unknown law of the ſyſtem, the power of neceſſe- 
rily producing violent emotions; And no won- 
der, for bodies attract each other, not only accord- 
ing to the quantity of matter they contain, but 
alſo.according to their reſpełtive diſtances ; and 
recent events, being near at hand, affect the more 
1 Let us conſider (I ſay with the Doctor 
10.) whatalterationin a man's ſentiments and 


« whether the change will be favourable or un- 
% unfavourable, whether his Philoſophy will make 
him the better or the worſe man, the better or 
« the worſe Crit... 

3. And firſt . In the DoRtor's opinion, his phi- 
loſophical views,” viz. that man is a mere machine, 
and that all his motions are equally mechanical and 
equally neceſſary and unavoidable, will give an 
* elevation and force to his piety and to virtue in 
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conduct,“ theſe views, * will tend to produce, 


he den of LI will become alſociated 'with 
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2 all its branches that could not have 1 equine 
amy other way.” © This, the Doctor thinks, m 
Abe perceived in thoſe perſons whoſe gener: 
* views of things have approached the neareſt t 
te thoſe that are truly ph cps ophical,” by which he 
ro 


means thoſe who 


nctþ 1 of relig;on, have 


é aſcribed more 60 11 to man then other 


« perfons,” and produces te the ſacred writers and 
ce Others who have imbibed their devotional ſpirit, 


_ * from añ intimate acquaintance with the ſcriptures ” 


as inſtances of this. The Doctor would 85345 us to in 
fer, that if their views of things, inſtead of a r 
ing very near to thoſe that are *. ae 
had been wholly fo, they would have a Sy 
only. “ more 1 od and. 4% to man,“ than EE 
people, but would have aſcribed all to God, and 
nothing to man, as Dr, Prieftl.y, Dr. Hartley, Lord 
Kaims, Mr. Hume, and Mr. Hobbes do; and would 
have been as perfect in the devotional ſpirit as theſe 
gentlemen are known; to be or to have been. In other 
words, if the being almoſt 8 and Neceſ- 
ſarians, roduced {o much of a ſpirit of true devo- 
tion in the Prophets and- A rolle, the being al- 
tog ther. fe, i Dr, Pricfly. is, and Mr, Hcbbes, 
and Mr. Hume were, would have 8 as 
great 1 in devotion as theſe, 1 
moſt de rſons were. or are poſſeſſed o 
© 4. But, adds he P. 108. © That the ſpirit 
+ devotion in general muſt be greatly promoted by 
« the A e that God is the Proper and ſole 
* cauſe of all things needs no arguing. For * upon 
10 this Scheme, we ſee God i in everything (Ladd 


» even in adultery and mürder) te and /may be {aid 


to ſee every thing” (even adultery and murder) 
in God; becauſe we continually view every 


1 & thing,” (even adultery and murder) as in, con- 


„ nexion wich him the author of it, By this means, | 
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ery other idea, (even thoſe of adultery and 
irder) - heightening all our pleaſures, (ariſing 
m commiſſion of the former) and dimi- 
Piching, nay abſorbing, and thilating all our- 
pains,” of' conicience on account. of having 

n guilty. of the latter. 
5. It is evident, therefore to a demonſtration. 
che fpvit of dewotion muſt, be even perf. fed by 
s doctrine when my embraced, ' But this is 
lc in compariſon of the other bleſſed. effects 
Nr 
ro be perſuadeſd that we are mere machines and 
and ſpeak and think by the unavoidable, neceſ- 
ing influence of motives, and are as mechanical. 
all out motions as a. clock or watch, muſt ne- 
Farily produce ſuenulity yea the © deepeſt humi - 
ity, (as the DoQor. aſſures us) the moſt entire: 
c 2 to the will of God and the moſt un- 
elerved confidence in his goodneſs and provi- 


ly to their maker, with whom we ſhall, not 


5 ading principle of devotion cannot fail to regu- 
of ate the whole temper and oonduct. It neceſſarily 
by m plies or begets every thing in a man's 

70 What is truly azmiable and valuable.” Nay (he 


res us P. 144, That (with ſuch ſublime views 


is eme fytem nd ofthe author. of it,” ge 

| es us, © vice is abſolutely incompatible; V 
er) nore eſpecially envy, hatred and malice ate wholly 
ery zxcluded, I cannot (ſays he a neceſſarian 
4 ate any man, becauſe I bim as being 

g 5 
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denitial care. And then with theſe views“ it 
ill nor be poſſible to bear ill Will to any of out 
ther machines, whoſe motions, if they te 
ſh with ours, we ſhall know to be purely me- 
ical and not at all owing to themſelves, but 


: to quserel. So that (P. 109.) * this one 


n all reſpełts juſt what God has made him to Be, 
nd. alſa as 4 Apes % me, . 


OY ne 


_ when hi icks ket, robs m 
© bauches 5 ks my pou my 
< but What h was exprelsly A ory and appoinite 


r to do; the only cauſe and men nc 
ching more than e inſtruments in his hands ty 
t execute all his ure; to commit theft an{ 


, mierder and adultery, as often as he ** 
which i appears, n 
6. And is; a necellatian „ he is ceaſes to blam 
We Nen for their vices in che ultimate ſenſe of thy 
word,“ or to love them for their virtues, a 
| 2 further than as mere inſtruments, I cannot hel 


| {proceeds he) & on my ſyſtem, viewing them wit 
ov Dern nnd Sn that will have an ir 
-\ © finitely finer and ier eff. ct; as it muſt mak! 


me more carneſt 1 umvearied in my -ende 
vors to“ (alter the fundamental laws of the 
\ do oppoſe che almi ity will deſtination an 

pointment of God and to) + reclaim them 
| [om thoſe fins and I bas hich; 'as we have ju 
en, they are exprefsly Aeg ved, appointed, 5 
if 1 u to commit) without ſuffering my 
7 ens Ae er Ages, Bay = 

| ; 8 or diſpar.” Fox as 
Doctor ſets ys oppoſe "ores A, 
2 m would ſet himſelf to hinder the flowing 
the re, which he Knows will flow juſt as far 2 
dirits ard no further; ſo he. is meithe 
2 nor diſguſted that they are wicked, no 
does he deſpair of their being otherwiſe, whe 
_ Godfhall appointiotherwife, or when the prop 
| Period comes ſor the tide "of their vices; 0 eb! 
and the wheel of the great Machine of nature 
dome round again. In other words as he look 
upon them as d mere inſlruments in the hands « 
: Gus and as being and doing nothing but wh 
* 5 1 Ae and Cation them tok 
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K 


„de and to do,” God himſelf being < the proper and 
ina ſole cauſe of all things, and evil natural 

inte and moral; ſo it can only be in jeſt or in pro- 

1 no ce, it cannot be in carneſt that he endeavours to 

ds ta claim or oppoſe them; as it cannot be that ſo 

t an ie a man and ſo great a Philoſopher. as Dr. 

leaſe riefley, ſo. well acquainted. with the. nature of 


na V and of. ds, and the weaknels of inſtruments. 
hen compared with agents, it cannot be (I ſay) 


it le ſhould - attempt; ,ſeri.ufly to change the 
table laws of he { - or reſiſt the omer-_ 


wit) ly as it were in jeſt and not in earneſt, ſo he is y 
m in either provo{ed/nor dijgufted when it does not ſuc- 
mak ed; eſpecially as he is well paid for what he 


f c ongregation for mak ing theſe playful and amuſing 
n ani frorts to hinder the decrees: of fate, and ſtop. the 
hem rogrefs of dire neceſſity. * £2 Int is 7 | 


7. Indeed as 19, his uſing, (P. 414.) the word: 
r.claimed ” at all in this buſineſa, it ſeems it was 


overſight, for Who, that wiſhes to ſpeak, pro- 
roger, would talk of reclaiming men from obeying = 
8 e wi.6, fulfilling the (ws and anſwering.the.apr 
ls, i ointmentof the firſt, ſole and-conſtant ene oh, all 


ing ings ? who would talk of *reclaiming” water from 
lowing, the tide from ebbing, or the flame of a. 


far a | 
eitheandle: from afcending ? Surely tis an abuſe of. 


ords to talk. of rectanning-a”piece of mere me- 


haniſm from thole purely mechanical motions 5] 
rope hich its author has given it. The Doctor 
eb ercfore, certainly forgets his. ngincigles. when ha 
— ays (P. 11.) “ The ne of Soles vicious 
OO 


' wavkind being the ſame. with my own, they are. 


ds s 1mprovable as mine, and whateves theix. diſ- We 
wha poſition be at preſent, it is capable of being 
to changed ſor the better, by means naturally, . 
A RS a ee 300 adap: 4 

— 1 N - ; | R : | 


5 den him as 2 


PB | terials ain er meſterly manner at tie re- 


EI 9 che W Ht to alter and 3 
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e 4demtedito" that end; and under the diſeipline 0 
the univerſal. parent, they will, no doubt, be 
reclaimed; ſooner or later.“ For how can 2 
diſpoſition be improved or changed for the better 
Which is Oe lo perfect as to correſpond exadlly 

with the will 7070 and has no tho. gn or deſign, 

kemper or fai n of which God's will is not the 
cCauſe And how can any man need to be re- 
claimed Who moves as odectiently to muy impullc 


8. But it may be faid, that, knee according to 
| ihe Doctor, man conſiſts wholly of matter as 
| 2 che river does of water, or the foreſt of 
frees,” he ſurely may improve as à tyre or à river, 
_ the Mechaniſm of his mind, perhaps ma 
be changed for the better and made more 
by him wNYhjUOꝗ made it at frſt. Then I anſwer t che 
** mewtis maturally adapted to that end,“ muſt be of 
bine tune with t e whereby a viber, tree ot 
iece of Mechaniſm is 2 — and altered for 
5 detter. Suroly not ſermons or prayers, advice 
 or"exhor/ation, for whoever thought 2 reaching 
0 a tree or river, or — watch or clock 
to move faſter or ſlower But ſome proper appli- 
- eetion/of nutten to matter, either in the way of food 
br phyſie; air or exerciſe, or to take the Machine in 
by death and build it up again of better ma. 


Ration.” 
3 Toivcins therefore that the Doftor - who'is fs 
_ « carneft and unwearied in his endeavours to re- 
& claim mankind,” is under a little miſtake as to 
he (mens, and igſtead of publiſhing books and 
- preachitig ſermons, had better apply himſelf to the 
5 an Pliyſft, adminiſter eines, preſcribe 
| imen, and take care. that his patients 
I have air and exerciſe adapted to their caſe. This 
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he 4 the- body, in all its parts, and man conſiſts. of 
"I na. ling elle; he is wholly. material, and 2 and 
in vt ligence, and much more paſtos and appe ite ariſe 
ietter er from, and depend entirely upon the mo- 


dification of matter in His head or heart or both, and 


des what effe&.hueks and ſermons, inſtructions and 
the exhortations can have in altering the modification 
ef chat matter, it is difficult, if not impoſſibe to 
li ay. If therefore, as he ſays - Their ſufferings 

© will: be in, proportion to their depravity, and for 
g % this reaſon, he cannot but feel himſelf moſt 
„ © <arneltly concerned to leſſen it.“ I hope he 

+ of will remember that, according to his on doctrine 
Wes it can only be a depravity of the body, either of the 
e matter of Which it is compoſed or of the modification 
e of that matter, and that fte will hereafter apply his 
the remedies accordingly, endeavouring hy ſome likely 
e of means to change the depraved Machine either as. 
or 10. And yet, as to God, « nothing (nat even 
pic this ſame depravity) © is ſeen. as an evil, but as a2 
ing © neceſſary and uſeful part of a perſett whole,” his 


attempting to remove it, will, be attempiing to rey 
li- move what, in his own. judgement, is no evil, 
2 « but A: neceflary and - of a perfect 
e in whole.“ It wall be like a-bungling artiſt attempt- 
ma. ing to remove the wheel: of a watch, the uſe and 
my abſolute 8 which he nevertheleſs fees and 
| | 1 e 80 1. upon the whole, it ſeems moſt #7 
; {6 ady for, the Doctor to Rand aſide and not 
re. waddle in dhe bufineſs, but be quiet, leſt, while 
obe attempts to mend the work of infinite wiſdom 
nf and alter the fundamental laws of the fyſtem, hoe 
he BY only ſhew bis folly and weakneſs; more eſpecially. £ 
bei = be himſelf, though 2. Philoſopher, i yer but a. — = _| 
as Machine, his + mind being formed and the affoci- | 
is © ations whereby it is influenced being fixed exatts - 
ve i e thoſe of other men,” and it ſeems tos mach; 
"his > e | 3. 1 ; 1 | 


1 


- 


— —— 


- & notwithſtanding dl-preſent unfavourable ap 
s ances, whatever 25 


whole of the human race, will terminate. in 
und the 
* nature of hig 
| „ means.” 80 
dis endeavours to leſſen the © depravity”” and 
_ \._ *  * ſufleringg”*- of mankind, he would fo far, not 


7 Nati 3 n it to ben and. have 


have been im 
Wrong which was wl and have 
Tone « 
4 ax the Hature of things can _ O_o; by 
. *\ 8x2 
4 0 40 or 
5 3 


Ip. e and miſerable as they will (For, they ate, 
„ hypotheſis, it way be believed ond ay — 


( BH 5 0 e unconnedted with, un productive 
_— e R 


for one Machine to attempt to alter another, or 
for one to attempt altering many. And I doubt 
not but the Doctor, notwithſtanding e his deep 
& concern on account of ©. the ſufferings of man- 
<< Kind and his “ earneſt deſire to leflen them,” 
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will be able to »reprefs his ardor and check his 
raſhnefs in this matter, under + the full perſuaſion 
He has (P. r09.) “that nothing can come to paſs 
„without the knowledge and expreſs appointment 
of the greateſt and 5 


1 right ; and that even all ev 
0 reſpetin ind ide or ſocieties, any part or The 


ſum of good could not in the 
be sttained by any other 
t had the Doctor ſucceeded in 


only have 


tered © what is preciſely as the author. 


appointment of the greateſt and beſt 
of beings, „ as it was impoſſihle, fo. would. 
o have made that 
revented, ia 
| ſum of good ” which, 


pious) but would 


that 


revity und thoſe fu 
wonder therefore — ne Doctor feels. 
at finding his endea- 
no wonder that he feels P. 109) 
ſerenity in his mind,“ let men be as. 


o Et 4 od a 


z joyful 


his own Words P. 110.) though. '« 


„% are” 


wrong ui RI actual 
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« rian, the idea of real abſclute evil. what dif: 
Ea : fince-in che contemplation. of a mind, 
6 polleſſed of a ſufficient degree of comprehenſion, . 
all partial evils, are infinitely overballanced, 

« and are therefore really and truly annihilated, in. 
6-the idea of the greater good to Which tney are 
«ſubſcrvient, and which, when properly diſpoſed, 

6 (as by infinite wiſdom they -undaubtedly are) 
«they really, heighten.” Hence (P. 111) „he re- 


* N every perſon andevery thing ” (even adul-. 


murder) in a friendly and pleafing 
bt,” as © neceſfarily connected with and ne- 


e parts of an immence glorious. and happy 


« ſyſtem,” of which Gcd is the author, and view- 
ing all as ane family, training up in the ſame. | 
«ſchool of moral diſcipline,” he Lok all. 
{even adulterers and murderers) “ as joint heirs of. . 
eternal life revealed ta us in the goſpel?” D“ 
12. What a pity, Reverend Sir, you had not. 
embraced this fyſtem in the thy Hof your life... 
For as yo have ſpent abo be a century in un- 
wearied labours to leflen' This fins and ne? rod of- 
mankind, and during that; time, have doubtleſs 
often lamented to endeavours leſs ſucceſs- 
ful than you could have wiſhed; you might = 
this means have faved yourſelf Ven dite f 
mind, many uneaſy and painful 3 Leaving 
= to conſider, het: h in your cighty-. & 
year, it would not ſtill be er your 
While Rig the: ſake of fuch mighty. advantages, 
enter into Dr. Prieftey's views and become . 
EY and DEN 1 N nl 


C Reverend Sir, | 4 
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doch n looking, again into. the Docto v 
Ie. in laying before you the- advantages 
\ . 7 derived from .embracing the Doctrine of 
| Neceſſity, I have omitted one of iar importance, 
which. I neu beg leave ta ſubmit to your conf 
deration; and the rather becauſe it is. of a 
nature and ſuch as no one would 4 could 
belay to, this ſyſtem. ba is this :. e 
Hodtrine of 950 makes every man tha maker 
of bis own, fortune in- a, ftriter ſenſe chan any 
other ſyſtem whatever,” Phi. Nec. P. 99. Fool it. is. 
well known, that mot or a. other ſyſtems {i oo” 
man to be an intelligent Being, po ſſeſſed of liberty 
af choice and. action, or, in ee words, a L 
. 
which he may 4% or, 7 or e (ſtem 
implies thai he is wholly a material being, a mere ma- 
| | "cnc, apd-that al his, aptivons and. 26m ane. -2 
mechanical as the motions of 2 N and en: ireh 
and conflantly. owing to the conſſitution and appoint - 
ment of the ſu _—— Ik follows. thezefore, 
___ that, a8 A wake is t he maker, g its 02, motions, and 
| — "as it wholly on ie whether, it ſhall. go 
faſt or flow N or armed ; fo a man is 
the maker. jof his Qwn. Sorry aud it 
ee whether he ſhall proſper or not. 
| ED 1 the Doftor {ct this matter. io 
2 clear point of view ſo that all may ſee and 
delieve. It is imagined b ſonte (ſays he P. 96.) 
* that. the dee of all the actions | of. 
* men depen ng upon” mbtives which — 
<« influence their determinations,” ſo that no action. 
We * it has 
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6 with reſpett to their conduct, or to what befalls 


« ations and determinations were not neceſſary 
« links in this chain of cauſes and events :” that is, 
if God had not, by the conftitution of their nature 
and the immutable laws of the ſyſtem, laid them 


as they do: and if their good or bad ſuccefs did 
« not in the ſtricteſt ſenſe of the word depend upon 
thenfelves';?* preciſely as-a watch's going well or ill 
depends upon itſelf, notwithſtand ng+ that its 


made it to go. Juſt fo, though the will and 


yſtem, have. àabſolutely fixed all the determinatins 
and actiont of men, To that they always are pre- 
4 ciſely what the author of habure really intended 
them to be (P. 8. Phil. Nec.) and men can have 
no pafion,. will or -afpetiie of which God's will 
& is not the eauſe; though God, that ſeeth 


& of man, in doing what he will, is accompanied 
t vwith the riecefſity of doing that which will, 
and no more nor'lefs;” yet ſtill men's © good or 
„bud fuccels'in che ſtricteſt ſenſe of the word 


to blame if they have not good ſucceſs, being the 
ſole makers of their own fortune! What a cloſe 


laws of the ſyſtem, che immutable laws of the 
ſyſtem - eauſes men's determinations and actions, 


W 


\ 


« been, is, or is to be, would make men indifferent 


them in life. I anſwer, ſo it would, if their own 2 
under an abſolute neceſſity of determining and act ng 


main ſpring is tempered, and all its parts formed 
und fixed by its maker, ſo that i is impoſſi- 
ble it ſhould go faſter or flower than he has 


ö e 


« arſd diſpoſeth all things, ſeeth alſo that the liberty 


depends upon themſelves,” and they only are 


reaſoner is Dr. P. ie a 5 His arguments ate „ 
fect . frames the W 


and their determinations and actions make their 
good or bad ſueceſs: their good or bad fucceſs _ 


i 

1 : 
i 

} 

: 

: 

| 
1 


& 6. mote their own bappincts win have a certain 
_ © and neceſſary effect 

the main ſpring of a watch has a certain and ne: 

__ cellary eſfect upon all the wheels and motions de- 


Add or ill-) judged effort of theix's wilt be loſt, 


will encourage them to exert themſelves” with 
. © redoubled vigour ;!* and yet «their determina- 


and ſole cauſe of all hinge, good and evil, natu- 
„ Ann 2 et 


4 poſition of | 
moral  reſpe&,. a man has certainly more encour- 


3 ſenſible that according to the ſetiled conſtitution 


„ and eſtabliſhed laws of nature, it depends entirely 
upon himſelf whether it be improved or not.“ 


_ - Giſely what God has gxed and appointed, neither 

better nor worſe, therefore it depends upon him- 
knows and believes this ſyſtem, has great encou- 
goes on, , and that his negligence will be follow- 


— 


t 22 ) 
their ions, which depend upon their derm alis, 
which depend upon the laus ef the ſyſtem, which 
depend upon God : Therefore it depends upon them: 
lelves, and that .in the ſtricteſt ſenſe of the word! 
3. The Doctor. proceeds, 4 This being. the calc; 
E the apprehenſion. that their endeavours to pro- 


(even as a greater ſorce of 


pendent. thereon) and that no well (may I not 


tions and actions being neceſſary links of the 
% chain,” and depending, as We have ſeen, upon 
the immutable; laws of the ſyſtem; they will exert 
themſelves. juſt, ſo much as God bas appointed, 
and neither more nor leſs, be being” the proper 


4. Again, (F. 9.) *withreſpefi tothe temperordil- 
i Ge mind, way he) conſidered in a 


cage ment to take pains to improve it, when he is 


That is, according to the ſetiled conſtitution and eſ- 
tabliſhed laws of nature, his diſpoſition muſt be pre- 
ſelf hether it be improved or not and he that 
ragement to take pains. to improve it!*The Docte z 
& ed by neceſſary and certain ruin, whereas his 


6.cizcumſpettion, reſolution and perſeverance _ 


— 


. 


: be intended-with as certain and neceſſary ſucceſs, h 
things foreign to himſelf not interfering here 


4 as. they ſometimes do in the condutt of civil 
« affairs, to diſappoint the beſt concerted ſchemes.” 
And yet © the ſettled conſtitution. and eſtabliſhed 
6 Jaws of nature,” (things foreign to himſelf) or 
the appointment and will of God fo interfere as to 


render his negligence on the one hand, or his refolu- - 


tion and pexſeverance on the ether, n.eofery and un « 
avoidable ; nor can any ſcheme whatever 
be diſa] Kr matters civil any more than in 
thoſe that are moral or religious, otherwiſe than 
as the will of God and the immutable laws of the 
een „ 
5. Butaddsthe DoRor, (F. gg) though the chain 
« of events is necef{ary, our own determinations and 
and aftions are noceſſary links of that chain. 
This gives the farmer the fulleſt aſſuratice, that 
* if it be decreed for him to ſtarve, it is likewiſe 
decreed for him to neglect to ſow his field, but if 
* he do ſow his field, which depends entirely 
upon himſelf,“ that is, his action Ends entire- 
ly upon his determnatton, his determination upon 
the Taws f tlie fyftem, and theſe upon God, man 
being no more 
hands of the firſt cauſe, and all his motions 
being merely mechanical; if (I ay) he doſow 
< his field, that then ſince the laws of nature are 


* invariable,” (and all that ſow their fields are in- 


fallibly ſure of having plenty of corn I) © it will be 
evident that no ſuch unfavourable decree (as 
that he ſhould ſtarve) had gone forth.” In other 


words, as the e ſtabliſhed conſtitution and funda- 

mental laws: of the ſyſtem lay the farmer under an 

mining to ſow his 

crop, fo it depends wholly on 

himſelf whether he ſhall ſo determine or not; or, 

as che hand of the aſſaſſin abſolutely . Ta 
PETE, 5 kai 


feld and reap a; 


of de 


14 


— 


ö 
by 
2 
| 


cceed or 


« mere inſtrument in the 


Ss 


n x 
knife to ſtab his neighbour, ſo it depends wholl 
on the knife whether it will tab him or not! 
6. In this manner does the great and learned 
Dr. Prieſtley: prove to a demonſtration that the 
* ſyſtem of neceſſity makes every man the maker 
< of his own. fortune, in a ſtrifter ſenſe than any 
s other ſyſtem whatever! and the belief of this, 
gives a man greater confidence of ſucceſs in all 
| 2 labours, ſince none of them can be in vain.“ 
This then we may be  fure is one ſource of the & 
at confidence Dr. Prisfley has, that his labours WA” 
ſhall not be in-vain, but that in the end all fleſh 
ſhall be Materiatift:, Neceſſariant, and Sortntans : 
For as a farmer finding himſelf diſpoſed to ſow his 
field, concludes from thence tliat it is decreed he 
_ ſhall ſow it, and therefore that he ſhall not ſtarve 
( ſince the laws. of Nature are invariable) 
o Dr. Prieſtley, finding himſelf diſpoſed to 
propagate his doctrine, infers from thence that 
it is decreed he ſhall propagate it, and that all 
mankind ſhall, by and x > oe Wer ole tt * 
5. On the contrary (P. g.) wherever this chain 
& of: the neceſſary connexion of cauſes and effects 
& 1s broken, there uncertainty enters, and the idea 
& of this is always accompanied with indifference 
&.or deſpair.” So that, were not the Doctor cer- 
tain of ſucceeding, he would depair of ſucceeding, 
knowing no medium between thoſe two. extremes, 
and would be indifferent about it, as not judging it 
worthy of a Philolopher to be conce about ſe- 
citring any thing, which was not ſecure hef re] Thus 
when. a young man begins bufinels, as it is uncertain 
Whether he ſhall N To that ere al · 
ways makes him dghair of ſucceeding, and indifferent 
3 uſing all prudent and proper means in order 
that he may ſucceed; or when a racer tarts for a 
prize, the wice/tainty he is in, whether he ſhall 
win, makes him de/þair of winning, W | 


* 


EC & + 


— 


ly 7 his tre 8 51 

| ut putting forth all his ſtrength in order thereto; - 
bes 4 — tan tainty of wirming would: make him | 
the rt himſelf to the utmoſt, left he ſhould loſe, and +» 
* certainty of ſucceeding in buſineſs would make 

N nan more diligent to enfure that fucceſs which 
er already -I fay re, whes. an gdmireple, 

all ician is this great Dr. Prieſtley 7 Surely his rea- 


ing has. a force in it that is irreſiſtible? It muſt 
r all before it, and petſuade all fleſh to 
ome Neceſſarians and, of conſequence every 
g elſe that 1s aye we if hol eee ol] 
3. And yet, when I recollett myſelf and conſider 
t no event can take place but what is 1 


ot fixed by the immutable laws of the 1yſtem, I 
35 obliged to check this confidence and to ſay, if 
* | laws of the ſyſtem are fo fixed, that all are to 
* de Neceſſarians then they will be ſo, but if not, 
hat will not be ſo. In like manner with regard 
all this point, as many as are appointed and neceſ- 
ted to believe that this dockline * makes every 

ain nan the maker -of his own fortune, in a ſtricter 
As nſe than any other ſyſtem whatever,” will 
lea ieve-ſo, being unavoidably impelled by the 
nee erful impulſes given him by the Doctor's 
low ments; but as for others who. are not ſo 
ng, pointed and neceſſitated, they perhaps may 
es, k that it is Neceſity, or the immutable laws of the 
it em, or, to go deeper ſtill, the author and framer 
fe reof, viz. God kqmfelf, who is the only maker of 
us man's fortune or murfortune ; He (it Teems) beir 
2 e proper and ſole cauſe of all things, good ay 
al. vil, natural and moral ” and «all things paſt, pre- 
+: dreſent and to come, being prog what he 
ler eally intended them to be.“ Not doubting but 
EY will join with me in deploring the meſſed 
Il | unavoidable, and therefore inexcuſab'e unbelief of 


h, 1 again ſubſcribe myſelf, Reverend Sir, 
| f - Your ſervant in Chriſt, J. B. 
5 LETTER IV. 
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© 64 you be not one of thoſe unbelievers, mentipnedi« 
in the cloſe of my laſt Jetter, whom the ęſfabliſtei 
con ſtitution of nature and the immatable laws of th 
n render impregnable to the mighty Engine e: 
deviſed by that · great, Mathematician and Philoſo- 
15 per Dr. Prieſtley, and the weighty arguments he 
has forged, for the demolition, of whatever exalu 
itſelf againſt the univerſal. reign of his favourite 
 fchemepf New/ity: if you do but happen to be one 
- Whom that eſtabliſhed conſtitutzon and theſe, im 
mutable laws nece/jitate to believe his dottrine 8 
you mult (I think) by this. time be convinced o 
what I dare lay, you had before no idea er Con 
ception, viz, That the ſcheme of Neceſſity © make 
every man the maker of his own fcrtune in! 
<« ſtrifter ſenſe. than any other ſyſtem whatever. 
| This, 1 would hope, will prepare you to hen 
With a favourable regard, what the Poctor has & 
{ay upon another difficult point, —difficult,T mean 
to an qdinaty genius, but not to a mind conſtructe 
upon ſo large a ſcale as that on which Dr. Pric/i RF ? * 
is formed, You have already had more than 0 
2 88 his wonderful MY, not only in d 
ſtroyintz the force of an apparently ſtrong ohjectio 
Hut in converting that very objection into an argu 
ment in favour of las owa. Bypotheſis. I wid 
21 one may compare hint to an 1 25 ee 
+ Who, not only finds. means to render the enemid 
Engines of War uſeleſs to them, bl by ſome u 
expected manœuvre, even poſlciſes himfelf of thei 
and employs them againl the patty they were i 
tended to ſupport, 1 


4 
"©; 
17 
1 
% 
1 
: 
1 


3 
. 
: .: 


2. 


44 


(297) . Y 
2. To we remarkable inſtance of this, ! 
| in my laſt letter, I ſhall now add another 
0 leſs remarkable. It concerns the ſubje& of 
ayer, Some half thinking le, Whoſe minds 
re not” expanded' ſufficiently to enter into the 
Doctor's views, or take in his large and compre- 
enſtve ſyſtem, vill doubtleſs ſuppoſe that his 
rine, of Materialifm, Mechaniſm, ind Neceffity, ren- 
ers prayer un ge and unreaſonable. For they 
ill het that if dur © motions, inward and 
* are purely mechanical, and all our tem- 
re, Word and Works, as alſo all events what- 
er, fixed and eſtabliſhed b immutable law 
cording to eee things great and ſmall, ; good 
d evil, » Bp „come to paſs by 
navoida le neceſſity, fo that nothing can be other- 
iſe than it it or is to be; to what end ſhould we 
ray ? Wilt our. 0 ying be the means of changing h 
m 


lake y thing great or ſmall, fin ourſabes or others, or 5 
in! ind courſe of things 

Lin y the Doctor anſwers this ible 

rw and how fu he'frees his f. from 

5 18 ap ee you wilt” ſee in What fol- 

$32 ws, Ax our perſuaſion ( he Phil. Nee. P. 100). - 

"Be concerning he Doctrine o neceſſity cannot make 

"my penn aps wn forthe better Jain — 

1 reſpett to men, whom we Huſt gain to our intereſt” 

* the immutahe laws of the ban — appoint) by 


proper conickugk and addreſs; —the Doctor might 
ave added Ind that code arid” adareſ "theſe in- 
able laws ſecure to forme, wh le the ſumie laws” 


eſſitate others to a contFary co 
1666 bo neither can it affect our behà 5 0 Tit zept 


e 6% de viode end of of our addr ee both, 
pe being 8 ſimilar :” That is (if 1 underſtand | 
EY ne Whafe dd addreſs God exactly inthe 


vio rrp er 1 


1% v4 


e 3 
and all our motions are wally . . 18 
is well known that a clock ſtrikes in We 40 


ner and for the * 10525 before a Kin 
tme meaneſt of his ſubjects! Surely Polin 
does not mean that God is a. tee Being alſa 

| and. is influenced by by: packing Pu neceſſarily, as he ſup 
0 man to be; unavoi ably by what le 


here calls a proper condułt and addre's 4 But I 54 

laps by will explain himſelf, ob 

It is im — (proceeds be) to. \ Luppo of 

33 there can e f attending tC 
ID A ſubjeft: of prayer branch of it, upon th ie. 
F< * ſuppoſition „ ab 
does not affect it on the genetal 9 hp A 
tion of L all our Wants and nth: 


_ ©  $ diſpoſed to. ſupply them as far as it is prope 
1 that he ſhould do it.“ en, N, Au-. e 

. - that God has 3 things, Paſt, preſent, and 
tome by . immutable. la da rn 
otherwiſe in any man's cz. temper or be co 

n he ate of dene 

affairs, re himſelf or family, hi ation! 
friends or neighbours, his country or 1 
the church of God or all mank ind, e 
and was ſrom the beginning unalterabty fixed i 
appoin : ed jon this ſuppoſition (I ſay) prayer is 
 meaſonable,; as on the general I ae of God 


knowing all our wants a dif} d to lupph 
them as far as 3 1 that he it! 
fear there are ſome who. will. nat N 


Dactor in this, 5 but . his poſiti 
2 3 will. ſtill think it po 3 ther 
hes rg may be @ greater difficulty in the one caſe than 

tte other. Let them, However) a What! 
| | further obſerves... Fay <p 
„ = un langen to fy, that the whole ofo 
51 4 intarepurſe With | ping Pon upon 
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(29) 
r confi by us in the familiar light of a Parent 
« or Gbvernour.” And, you know Sir, all Pa- 
rents conſider their children and all Governours their 
ſubjects as mere Machines, neceſſarily and unavoid- | 
bly im} led in all their motions —In all the 
60 Parents give their children and. all the 
laws 17 = their ſubſects ; in all the 
promiſes they em of reward, in caſe of 
obedience, 24 0 all 1 "that ning they denounce 
of puniſhment in caſe of diſobedience, Parents and 
Governours ſtill conſider their children and ſub- 
e&ts eh mechanical beings, thinking, ſpeaking and 
acting 0 om by abjalute, tntvoidable neceſſity f 
And A treat them as they treat 
their Clocks! 15 1 and are no moe or no 
— e diſpleaſeck with, nor puniſh them for 
iſobedience or irregular behaviour, than i 
Ire e difpleaſed with and puniſh their Clocks or 
Vatches for going wrong! And in all the Peti- 
tions their children or ſabjefts ſent to them, 
their Parents or Governours: e conſider them 
s * mechanically, 55 . hearken to 
e of » chk ot the rug eee! 
OT A or t Or a wa 
Nor i ay hb petition. hr he peg of their 
children nor by Governours to their —— but ſuch· 
us was fixed and appainted from the beginning, or 
ch as the laws of mechaniſm render heeeffary 
and unavoidable !- © 
6. The Do . having:for our 


a aſſumed thoſe characters (ofa 
overnout). he will certainly fealſze them by 
* . us, (though neceſſitateſi to the con- 


of their children. and wiſe Governouts of their 
ſubjects. Now wiſe Parents often juſtly refuſe 
to fupply the wants of their children till they 
"wad 288 it OM 'A e nog of. mind. 

MO, D. 3 Iu 


and a. 


i) e Beltaviour 56. wiſe) Pardnts require. - 


42 of praying this, which. Ry 
to 


0 21, V 


good and evil, natural and moral, we ny not pray 
we mult only, give thanks, For things to come are as ſure. 
and neceſſary asthings paſt and our praying about them 
will 2 the means of altering them in the ſmall- 
eſt degree, nor of rendering them in any reſpe& more 


e or n C . We have therefore only to ar- 
0 . 4 . certainty and neces ; and 
this kind op Rye. ET extend to all things, 
to things eil as well as good, to things n ral as Well 
as e under the conviction we have that 
ti qvhatever 13, 15 right,” and © that all things, paſt, 
« preſent, and to come are preciſely what the author 
« of nature really intended them to be,“ we may 
ive thanks forvices as welk as vir:wes, and raiſe God 
or every att of theft and robbety, adultery and 
murder that we ſee committed. from. day 'to day. 
For theſe things are all right, and in them the will 
of God. is exałtly done. that this. is a Wwonder- 
=o improvemen t of the ſubje& indeed: 
bayer uſed to be offered for things good but it 
a equally as we!l be offered for things evil; and 
whereas it was wont to be confined to the | 7 rheeous 
or thoſe that. Ze 9755 to he {o, under a notion that 
God- Feareth not. , innert, erſiſti IN in; it. may 


with equal propriety be exten to N ted 
yea, the Devil. himſelf may pray, ide 
that * I hatever is, is right” may Words 
that Milton has put into his moum 
— Nr thou my 6 1 


And in this, d e_vileſt of men may Ha with the 


of 5 00 they 5,29 0 > daily ad 
8 155 my good 2 re 8 | 
NED oe 4 5 A 


ot 9701 - 
much exhorted to, as it flows {po ſpontaneouſly 
from the conſtitution of their nature and indeed is, 
Cares to the doQtrine we have now wh wet conſi- 


(32) 
what is a mighty advantage, to pray in this man- 
ner is always to pray with NI For nature myſt 
and will have its . and the immutable laws of 
the 2 and will be obſerved. 
10. Indeed, if any were to be fo; or ber- 
as to ſet themſelves to oppoſe this ſtream of 
nature, of law, ſyſtem, appointment, determination, decree, 
fate, neceſſity, or whatever 9 learned and phi- 
loſophical Doctors may think proper to give it ;—if 
any were to pre _— to conceive a wiſh that any 
tink might be oh e than it has been, is and is to 
be, and to p ey might not feel the deſires 
| after wine an no Ar after fornication and adul- 
tery, theft and robbery, which they Fav: felt and 
do feel, and were and are and ſhall. be nete rated to feel; 
then, indeed in that caſe they would certainly pray 
without ſucceſs ; becauſe they would pray ami 
praying that they might not feel the luſts and paſtons | 
which according: to the eſtabliſhed Sutin of 
nature and the fixed unalterable laws of the ſyſtem, 
feet are under an; -abjolute, nag ann of 
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ing. 
11. But let all pray, (to ſpeak more erl 
as Mr. Hobbes does,) gw . Ay aright. and properly 


ledge that © the Bd of man in doing What he 
4 will, is accompanied with the neceſſity of doing 
« what God wi and no more nor leſs,” and there 
1 fore whatever is, is right. Let all endeavour to 
enter into the ſchemes of theſe great Philoſophers, 
and, getting their minds expanded to take in this 
comprehenſive ſyſtem, t ſee God i in every thing, 
and every thing in God,“ and they will never 
pray in vain: they will always be heard and 
"always. anſwered! I do not 28 Cd will hear 
and anſwer them. No: there is no need that He or 
any n being ſhould interfere at all in the 
matter: The eftabliſhed conſtituti n of nature will an- 
wer them, the immutable laws of the 43 _— will 
anſwer 


— 


rde 


e % Go” ee eee 


anſwer them; the fixed appointment of all things, 


fate or nc Hey will anſwer them, and will anſwer 


them ſo certainly, that the conſtitution of nature, 
the law* of the fyſtem, and even fate and »ece t 
themſelves are not more d and cTtain than 
will be their anſwers to theſe wif: and hofy prayers, 
in which they have the honour of joining with 
Lord Kaims, Mr. Ho!b:s, Mr. Hum:, Dr. Pri filey 
and divers other great and learned Philoſophers, as 
alſo the bulk of mankind in all ages and even with 
Beings of an higher crd;r whom 1 will not name 

12. It appears therefore, both from the light in 
which Dr. Pri fil:y hath placed the ſubjeft of 


' Pray:y, and that in which Mr. Hobbs hath placed 


it, that we may quite agree with the DoRor and 
reſt « ſatisfied (P. 102.) that it can only be in con- 


* ſequence of ſom {s miſ- ſtating of the caſe, if 


ic the belief of the me of neceſſity appear to 
6 have in any reſpett, an unfavourable influence 


te upon the ming,” for that in a variety of reſpetts, 


e it cannot but be apparent, it muſt have the hap- 


© pieſt and nobleſt effetts imaginable ;** viz. ſuch 
effects as the conſtitution of nature and the laws of 
the ſyſtem have 2 fix:4 and rendered ne- 
«fa and una] fa, that it ſhould have; But 
t Dofor % purpoſely confines himſelf to what 
has been thought moſt upromi/ing in the ſyſtem | 
te that he has adopted, and what is generally eſ- 
* teemed to be the dark ard danzere-s fide of the 
& principle. And if even this view of it be favour- 
& able to it,“ and its dark and dang.rous fide ſhed 
ſuch light and glory, and afford ſuch protect on and 
faf ty, * what may we not expect from other views 
of this doctrine, which all the world muſt allow 
* to be highly advantageous!” With this pleaſing 


thought I conclude my letter, as the Docter con- 


cludes his Section, and hoping that what you have 
already ſeen will excite your curioſity to r 
little 


e eg os 


you again 


| g ſubj 
to addreſs 
r obedient ſervant, 
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Reverend and dear Sir, 


FEMALE light and glory which'the refined reaſon- 
4 ing and concluſive arguments of Dr; Pri-ftl-y 
Had caft upon ſome of the “ dark and unpromiſing 
parts“ of his ſyſtem,” induced me to fix my at- 
tention upon ſome other of thoſe parts, aid I im- 
mediately perceived that he had ſhed a peculiar 
luſtre upon a point, which before had appeared 
impenetrable as midnight. The point, I mean, is, 
how this doctrine of Materiali/m, M:chanifm and 
Neefity could conſiſt with what Reaſon and Scrip- 
ture manifeſtly hold forth, and is taken for granted 
in all civilized nations in the world, and is the 
foundation of all civil government, viz. that man- 
kind are accountadbl: for ther actions, and are proper 
ſubjects of rewards and 0. 1g | 
2. If man be a being wholly mater al, thoughtT ; if 
his very mind be nothing but a piece of mechaniſm ; 
if all his motions be purely m chanical, uc. Yay and 
unavaidabl:; if all his determinations, and all his 
ations be appointed and fixed by unalterable laws, 
ſo that they could not poſſibly be otherwiſe than 
. they have been, are and are to be; how can it be 
proper or reaſonable to give him rules, for the re- 
gulation of his conduct, to puniſh him when he 
breaks thoſe rules, or to r. ward him when. he ob- 
ſerves them? _ SE 6h 
While I thought on this ſubje& and revolved it 
this way and that, in my mind, attracted (ir fſtibly 
and n-c:fart.y, no doubt) by the clear ſhining of 
Dr. Pri /#l;y's reaſoning and the dazzling ſplendour 
of his argument, I caſt my eye upon P. 73, 2 
| | | book 


636 5 


- book often referred to 
N-cefſity, and there found the di 
and the dark point elucidated.  * 
e pon to the doctrine of neceſſity 
* fſays he) which has weighed the mot with thoſe who 
have conſidered the ſubject, is, that if men's 
« determinations - and actions flow neceſſariby 
« from the previous ſtate (mechaniſm) of their 
« minds, and the molives or 1 es to which they 
« are expoſed, the idea of reſpon/bility or accountable- 
&« x-/s vaniſhes, and there can be no propriety or 
& uſe of rewards or puniſhments.” Now you muſt 
know Sir, that this objection to the doctrine ariſes, | 
from our ignorance, or n minds 
& expanded n take in all the parts of 
this latge and comprehenſive, ſyſtem, which per- 
' . haps, it may not be caſy to do, as they may be 
_ * conſtructed” (as the Doftor's phraſe is) upcn a 
ſmaller plan, and caſt in a narrower mold than 

ſuch capacious minds as thoſe of Dr. Priefil-y, Dr. 
J, and the Reverend Theop?ilus Lindſey, not to 
mention Lord Naim, Mr. Hum-, and Dr. Hartley, 


7 . 


the Mechaniſm of whoſe minds however is 


"VIZ, 


[4 g 


no taken to pieces again, ſo that, at preſent they . 
contain no [item . 52 of any fyſtem, what- | 


ever! 2 c : | 
J. But, be this as it will (or as neceſſity requires) 
the Dodtor (P. 74.) makes it appear that when the 

6 caſe is rightly underſtood, 5 — can be no uſe 
or propnuty of rewards or puniſhments on any 
* oth:7 ſch. me but the greateſt poſſible upon t. 
Did not I tell you, Sir, that he had the won- 
derful art of wreſting the ſword from the enemy's 
hand and fighting him with his Neon ; Of 
turning even a forcible objection into a convincing 
argument ? Surely nothing will be impoſſible to 
this extraordinary genius ! but he will be able 
to prove that even Immanue /, God with us, is but a 

= | mere 
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nere man, that is, on his principles, a mere machine 
nd that the Father of — Þimſelf, is material? 
gut after the evidence we meet with in every page 


pf his ability in argumentation, and that he certain- 
y proves every thing he undertakes, and afſerts 
ohe which he does not demonſtrate, we cannot 
loubt for a moment, his making this matter per- 
zftly clear. We ſhall doubtleſs be pleaſed with the 
ngenuity diſcovered in RR 
ent of his arguments, while we are inftruQed by 
thendſelves, and charmed with the 
aaſterly reaſon ng, whereby -with regular ſteps, 
e advances to the wonderful concl which 
oins extremes ſo remote from each other, and re- 
onciles things, fo univerſally deemed ireconcila- 
In order to make this (matter) clearly ap- 
prehen id.) he ſuppoſes 


the principles of the two oppoſite ſchemes. of 
liberty and neceſſity 3 all the determinations of 
the one being invariably ?*? (ang unavoidably) 
directed by its previous diſpoſitions and the mo- 
tives preſented to it, while the other has a power * 
of determining, in all caſes, in a manner inde- 
© pendent of any ſuch previous diſpoſition or mo- 
tives; which he takes to be ©. preciſely the dif- 
$ ference between the ſyſtem of necefjity and liberty, 
* philoſophically and ſtrictly defined. To avoid 
© circumlocution he calls the former A. and the 
latter B. He farther ſuppoſes himſelf to be a 
father and theſe two his children, and knowing 
© their inward make and conſtitution, conſiders 
how he ſhould treat them.” His object (obſerve 
P. 75.) is to make them virtuous and happy:“ 
hich would ſeem to be an arduous undertaking 
1th regard to his ſon A, he being no more than a 
iece of mere mechaniſm, neceſlar ly and unavoidably 
| E nnpelled 


he a 
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impelled and determined in all his volitions and 
actions by — objects and the ideas they 
occaſion, and therefore, to a ewe, as little 
capable of virtue as a billiard 1 As to the ether, 
tho? his mind is *conſtrufted *? too, as his phraſe is Wi: 
yet as he is poſſeſſed of a ſe{determining power and 
therefore is free to choofe vice or uirtue, good or em, 
the matter does not ſeem to be fo difficult. And 
t (to convince us how incapable we are of judg. 
ing in ſuch matters, and how far Dr. Prieſley': 
thoughts are above our thoughts !) the former is the yl. 
only one with whom he ſuc while he can | 
make nothing at all of the latter, the {elf determining 
power counteratting all his endeavours and xender- 
ing his ſchemes abortive; at leaſt, he can make 
nothing of him till, turning his ſoul out of his body, 
he wholly diſcharges that power and makes him a; 
mere a machine as his elder brother. 
6. But to proceed: . All his preceptsand the whole 
« of his dicipline, therefore, are directed to that 
« end,” viz, to make his two fons virtuons and 
happy. For the ule of diſcipline is, Ro an 
cap. ſomething that the ſubjeQts of it k to 
% good, or the fear of ſomething they know to be 
evil, to engage them to act in ſuch a manner, D. 
the perfon who has the conduct of that diſcipline of 
„ well knows to be for their good u/timatcly, br 
& though they cannot ſee it. In other words, hene 
* muſt make uſe of preſent good and preſent evil, in 
& order to ſecure their future and greateſt good; 
5 the former being within the apprehenſion of his 
children, and the latter lying beyond it and 
e being known to himſelf only.“ You will eaſily l 
obſerve, dear Sir, how exceeding applicable th 
juſt account of diſcipline is to a being purely me- 
chanical ſuch as his {on A! For as all his determi" 
nations and actions are appointed and fixed by im 
mutable laws, ſo that they can only be as they arc 


to) 
d be; as his virtue and happineſs, or vice and miſen 


hey zre already determined, certain, necefſary and una- 
itte oidable ; it muſt be exceeding proper to endeavour 
her by the hope of ſomething he knows to be good, 
or the fear of ſomething he knows. to be evil, to 
and engage him to act in ſuch a manner as will be for 
evil / his good ultimately,“ and by making uſe of 
\nd WF preſent good or preſent evil to ſecure (as much 
10 Mieth in the Doctor) what was ſe. ured by the 
ey eſtabliſhed conſtitution of nature and the immuta- 
the le laws of the ſyſtem, or rendered impoſſible, viz. 
can his future and greateſt good! And you will ob- 
111; erve too, that if virtue or vice can be ſaid to 
der- ong to a piece of mere mechaniſm, the under- 


eking, inſtead ef being : andio-us, as 1 [aid bote, 


ody may happen to be very eaſy, if ſo be that the 
n a eſtabli conſtitution of nature and the immuta- 


ble laws of the ſyſtem be for inſtead of being againſt 


aol him. So that our proſpett brightens u as we pro- 
tha ceed, and inſtead of finding it a matter of great dif 
and (as I thought) to make this elder ſon virtuous 
ope and happy, it may chance to be impofible he ſhould. 
0 be otherwiſe ! Po $0 SEL 4149570 2521 52 
be 7. But let us net take the buſineſs out of the 
„Doctor's hands; he beſt underſtands the mechaniſm 
line of his ſon's: mind and in what manner it may be 
tely, brought to the proper level of virtue and happi- 
 heffWnels.- © Now ſince motives,” (ſays he 1 my 
, infor bad; © have a certain and neceſſary influence 
od on the mind of A. I know that the proſpect of 


good will certainly incline him to. do what I 
recommend; —unleſs the eſtabliſhed conſtitu- 
tion of nature and the immutable laws of the 
ſyſtem determine him to believe he ſhall attain ſtill 


me. ¶ rater or to him more deſirable good, by gratifying. 
-mi- his 4ſt, covetouſneſs or ambition ; and 4 that the fear 


of evil will deter him from any thing that I wiſh , 
& todiſluade him r the mn 
1 E 2 Mk 0 


of nature and the ſame laws of the ſyſtem repreſent 


« influences,” ſuch as thoſe which have juſt been 


ate fo-framed, all foreign and unfavourable influ- 


«6 ptomiſe, every threatening, every reward and 
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it to him as a ſtill greater evil to reſtrain his lufts and 
vices, I bringkim under the courſe of diſcipline above 
5 deſcribed, with the greateſt hopes of fuccels ;” nay 
Mireil of it, if the eſtabliſhed conſtitution of nature 
and the immutable laws of the ſyſtem be on my 
ſide, but, if not, deſpairing of it. For other 


cee 


mentioned and which are the r = ſole 
cauſes of all our determination: A actions, 
of che Doll Ys, in diſciplining his fon, and of 
his ſom's; in improving by that diſcipline, © other 
0e. —— „may counteraſt my views, and there - 
my object may be fruſtrated” and this darling 
ud A. [belove the more for being wholly 
made of matter, —_—_— though poſſeſſed of i 
no ſelf· determining and y power, be neither 


diytuous nor happy. 

8. But notwithſtanding this, (he aſſures us) 
< his difcipline will likewiſe have its certain and 
© neceſſary effett, being one link in the ſtrong 
adamantine chain of neceſſity, even ſuch an effec 
as the eſtabliſhed conſtitution of nature and the 
immutable” laws of the'ſyſtem give it; „ counter- 
<«-afting,-in part at leaſt,” if the laws of the ſyſtem, 


8 


4 ence, ge the 1 of theſe laws, which is 


umverſal, conflant Imre i OE. to the 
moſt — CO” to every 
thought and deſire, temper, — and — « Every 


* every puniſhment, judiciouſly *' (I add or #njudi- 

Nee Faaentrsed works to his end,“ as far as 
Neceſſity ordains, as a link in the indiſſoluble chain. 
And if this diſcipline be ſufficient to overcome 
«© any foreign influence,” ſuppoſe the influence 
of the above-mentioned 1 laws (ſhould they 
be againſt it) the 6 DINED ap- 

plying 
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plying to God at all or being beholden to him for 
any help in the matter, he «engages his ſon in a 
« train of proper actions;“ in which *:by means of 
«. the rf wo. wy” ſtructupe of his mind, poſſeſſed 
of no ſelf-· determining power to turn him aſide to 
the right hand or to the left, he runs ſtraight for- 
ward, till there be formed a ſtable habit which 
« inſures his ſucceſs,” Dey col be LIES 4 

© 9. You ſee therefore, dear Sir, he attains his. 
end with reſpetts to his ſon A. He is made both 
virtuous and happy, if the eſtabliſhed conſtitution 
of nature and the immutable laws of the ſyſtem 
have rendered it neceſſary and unavoidable that he 
ſhould be ſo: But if that conſtitution of nature, 
and theſe laws have ordained. that he ſhall, be 
vicious and miſerable, he ſtill will be ſo; and as he 
will be moſt inexciſable for not conquering that 
unconguerable conſtitution and reſiſting theſe irreſiſtible 
laws, he will be moſt juſtly puniſhed by Dr. 
Prieſtley the fat / er of his fleſh, on earth and: Jeho- 
vah (I had almoſt ſaid, the father of his. ſpiri, but 
J recolle& he has no irt) in. Hell l Now Sir, we 
are to remember that the Dector ſuppoſed the me- 
chaniſm of the mind of his ſon A. to be. conſtructed 
© on the very plan, on which he has ſhewn in his 
Plitof. Difq. that the minds of all are conſtructed; 
what therefore he has ſo fully demonſtrated con- 
cerning his ſon A. may with equal clearneſs be 
demonſtrated of all mankind. They all are or mill 
* made both: virtuous and happy, with (or without) 
proper diſcipline, if the eſtabliſhed conſtitution of 
nature and the immutable laws of the ſyſtem render 
it neceſſary and unavoidable that they ſhould be 
jo! At preſent, indeed, appearances are- againſt it; 
but what does nat take place now may take place 
hereafter, and what priſons, gallowſes and gibbets. 
do not effect on earth with regard to theſe, it 
would ſeem, badly conftrufle! Machines, the priſon. 


| 
. 


( a2 ) 
and fire of Hell may effett with reſpe&-to 
better contrived Machines which are to be built of in- 
corruptible materials at the great reſurrection- day. 
Though indeed when I recolle& myſelf, I ac- 
knowledge the pieces of mechaniſm to be conſtruct- 
ed at the day of judgment cannot be more regular 


in their motions. than theſe, which have never 


ſwerved an hair's breadth from the.eſtabliſhed con- 
ſtitutution of their nature, the immutable laws of 
the ſyſtem and the wiſe and holy will of God. 
Nevertheleſs, Neceity ſo ordaining, they are to be 


| demoliſhed by death as a puniſhment of their irre- 


gularity, and to be raiſed up again hereafter to be 
puniſhed more ſeverely in Hell, that by this means 
they may be forced into regularity and order! As 


I cannot afford to give you a great quantity at once 


of what is ſo very precious, I break off here, and 
perde myſelf, "or 


$ 4 Reverend Sir, 

Pour obliged Friend 
ee d af, and Servant, | 

Wa J. B 
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LETTER VE 


| Reverend. and dear Sir, ry 


Hun got a little leiſure, I take up my pen 
again to remind you that (P. 76.) © in his 
© ſon- B. Dr. Prieſtley has to do with a creature of 
% quite another make,” a creature that is not 
wholly material but partly fp:r.tual, that has a . 
in his body, and is poſſeſſed of a elf determining 
power, a * of choice and action; A creature 
this, whoſe determinations and actions are not 
fixed and rendered necefſary. and unavoidable, but 
when he determanes, he does it f,cely, having it in 
his power to determine otherwiſe, and when he ads. 
he acts free.y;having it in his power to aft otherwiſe, 
« Motives” therefore though, if he be wiſe, he will. 
attend to, conſider. and deliberately weigh them, yet 
have no necefſary or certain influence upon his de- 
© terminations,” They do not influence him neceſſa, ily, 
becauſe that Would be contrary to that freedom whic 
God hath given him: when he yields to their influ- 
ence he does it under a conſciouſneſs that he might 
reſiſt ĩt, being under no unavoidable neceſſity of yield- 
ing to it. And, accordingly at one time he has yielded. 
to, and at another, has reſiſted the vr ſam: mot ve in 
the very ame cireumſtances. And motives have no. 
certain influence upon his determinations and. 
actions, becauſe that would imply their being me- 
chanical and unapaidable which they are not. | 

_ 2. Hence in many caſes, as the Doctor expreſſes. 
at, it is exactly an equal chance whether his pro- 
miſes or threatenings, his rewards. and puniſh- 
ments determine his ſons actions or not.“ Only 
when he promiſes him a reward in caſe of obedi- 
ence, or threatens to puniſh. him in caſe of _ 
: ence 


( 44 } 
dience, he Leere he is not 23 an abſolut 
in apac itꝝ of obeying, or an dable 0 
dilabeylag, from ha eſtabliſhed conſtitution of 
nature and the immutable laws of the ſyſtem. - He 
knows when he ob.ys, when he, determines wiſcly 
and acts virtuouſly, he might have done otherwiſe, 
and that when he difobeys, determines fooliſhly and 
acks wickedly, he might have ed, and therefore 
that he kimſelf,. and not any eſtabliſhed conſtitution 
of nature or immutable laws of the ſyſtem, is the 
proper cauſe. of his own wiſe or fooliſh determina- 
tions, and virtuous, or vicious actions; acknow- 
ledging however the aid of divine grace in the one, 
and the influence of Satan's temptations in the 
„ other. a 1 ; | | "7 a 4 p * 
3. Now this being the caſe, my dull head, 
would have inferred here-from that this younger 
fon B. was T:{;on/bl: for his determinations and 
actions and a proper ſubject of rewards and puniſh- 
ments, and the other not. But Dr. Prieſtley, 
- Whoſe thoughts are as far above my thoughts, as 
- his ſyſtem of Mete rialiſm, Michanifm, and Neceſſity 
is above any fyſtem I ever could have deviſed or 
imagined, Dr. Pri:ftlcy (I fay). draws a direftly 
. contrary inference. And becauſe this younger ſon 
B. has an intelligent and free ſpirit in him, and 
both Aten des d acts, not unavoidable 
nc. ſity, but Fach. having it in his power to deter- 
mine and act otherwiſe, infers that he is act reſ- 
ponſible fer his conduct nor a proper ſubject of 
rewards and puniſhments. But that the elder fon A, 
who, as we have ſeen, is a nue body without a cu 
. mere PRs of mechaniſm, alt whoſe determina- 
tions and aftions ale as mechanical, as the motions 
of a clock, all appointed and fixed before he was 
born, neceſſary and unavoidable, that he and he alone, 
_ 4s reſponſible for his conduct and a proper ſubject 
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4. But let the Doctor proceed and bring the 

matter to the deſired concluſion; let him demon- 
ſtrate that without ncc-firy there could be no r on- 
fbi. it and that if ous — and actions 
were not methamcal and unavoidable, they could nei- 
ther be prarfe-worthy and r. wardabie nor blam-; worthy 
and uni ſiale. This felf-determining power (ſays. 


* « he P. 77.) is not at all of the nature of any me- 
de © chanical. influence (what a pity !) © that may 
the be counteracted by influences equally mechani- 
0 cal, but is a thing with reſpect to which I ” (a 
m mechanical being and well Filed in eſtimating» 
#7 mechanical powers) can make no ſort of calcu- 
re Fee ee NN 


4 viſion,” having no idea of any influence but 
that of matter upon matter, acting by mechani- 


ad, cal laws, Even the longeſt conunued ſeries of 
of « proper actions willform no habit that can be {a6- 
17 ſclutely and without divine grace depended upon, 


but © after all my labours and anxiety my object 
viz, the virtue and happineſs of my ſon B. . is 
quite precarious and uncertain ; ” unleſs I impor- 


al tunately beg of God to give him grace and he, in 
Aly anſwer to prayer interpoſe and by his. word and 
„Piri enlighten his mind, chat he may clearly ſee 


his duty to be his ba pings and hereby ſubdue his 
will and win his affections over to. piety and virtue, 
not indeed necęſſarily and unavaidabry, but rationally 
and freely; in which caſe his ſervice being a frees 


rel- BY vi of ring, would be the leſs acceptable! whereas 
* with reſpett to my ſon A, this is unneceſſary be- 
| ©» BY cauſe © all his influences being mechanical may 
* (as I can eaſily conceive) be counteracted by in- 
na- © fluences equally mechanical,” ſo that I need not 
rr aſk of God any ſupernatural grace for kim: nature 
„one can and will do all; can and will make him 
Wy nec ſſariiy and unavoidably virtuous and Tay ot 


dictous and miſerable, | | 
of 4 | 5. The 
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5. The Doctor goes on: © If we ſu ppoſe that B. 


js in ſome degree termined by motives,” as 


every intelligent creature: muſt be, ſuppoſe by a 
— to the Hory of God and his own good, 25 
not nec-farily and unavoidably and much more not 
met t anica y, in that very and in no other, 
« is he a proper ſubjett of diſcipline; and he can 
« never . wholly ſo, tl” (his ſoul being 
turned out of his body) « his ſelf-determining 
« power is entirely Ace and he comes to be 
« the ſame kind of being with A.“ conſiſting 


4 wholly of matter as a river does of water or a 
_ & foreſt of trees. Hence the Doctor affures (ibid) 
that © had he the making 
' Ga pity he had not!) they ſhould certainly all be 
66 con 


of his own children {what 


itute& like A.” of mere matter, without 
fpirit, that they might be as manageable as a billiard 
ball; “and none of them like B;“ the felf-det. r- 
min ng power, being fo unruly and uncertain a prin- 
ciple of action, a principle, which a materialiſt, ac- 
quainted with no powers but ſuch as are m chan. cal, 
can make nothing at all of. And hence we muſt 


infer, as the Doctor's judgment is undoubtedly 


right, and God's theugh's are his. thoughts, that not 


only his children, but all mankind are moſt certainly 


conſtituted in this manner, and conſiſt w of 
matter, all their thoughts, deſires, tempers, words 


and sections, being mechanical, r- 20d un- 


avoidable. 

6. Excuſe me, dear Sir, if I interrupt the ſweet 
Rory, to expreſs a wiſh here, that the Doctor had 
been preſent. when a plan was laid for the Creation 
—— an els; that by his Philoſophical Difquifitions, and 

ions of Corruptions® he might have prevent- 
ay" the Creation of beings poſſeſſed of a Alte, 


mining power, who it ſeems, through that power, 


have int oduced evil into God's works and _ 
apoſtatized themſelves and drawn mankind to be 
6 partakers 


as ws A. dt 


ans ib ws 6 wo fwxs'% . ůw 3 io aca ²ꝛ oo crc cc. ̃ Ü ]—⁰ ä ... oe oa 
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partakers in heir apoſtacy ] But alas the conſtitution 
of nature and the immutable laws of the ſyſtem 
had determined that heſhouldnot then be born. But 
to return, 2 1 "#7 ; 

7. The diſcipline of A. (ſays he P. 78.) wal 
te have a ſuitable influence upon all that are con- 
& ſtituted like him,“ that are wholly made of mat- 
ter, as he is; * ſo that for their ſakes, leſt they 
ſhould: miſs of that virtue and happineſs which the 
eſtabliſhed conſtitution of nature and the immuta- 
ble laws of the ſyſtem render certain, or that they 
may eſcape that vice and miſery which the ſame 
conſtitution. of nature and laws of the ſyſtem render 
neceſſary and unavo dable, I ſay © for their ſakes, as well 
eas on account of A. himſelf, he ought to bring his 
« children under this ſalutary treatment. And thus all 
& the ends of diſcipline are anſwered, and rewards and 
te puniſhments have the greateſt propriety, becauſe 
te they have the fulleſt effect upon the rINeI - 
& neceſſity ; whereas it is evident they are abſolute- 
© ly /of, having no effect whatcver on the oppoſite 
« ſcheme,” viz. that of lib ty. Theſe are the Doctor's 
own words, and as we may be perfectly ſure of 
their certain ti wth and d:ep im! tance, I infer from 
them that the world has ſuffered much loſs from 
Dr. Pri:ftley's not having flour.ſhed in the early 
ages of mankind, For whereas in inſtituting civil 
government and ordaining laws enforced with 
ſanctions, they have always proceeded on the ſup- 
polition, (now found to be ae) of human libe ty 
and of a ſe. dete min ng tower in man; it now a 

pears by the clear reaſoning and evident demonſira- 
tions of Dr. Pr.eftley, or at leaſt by his plain and 
peremptory /t o, that they have © abſolutely 
loſt all their labour, their diſcipline, rewards and 
5 puniſhments having had no effect whatever ! ” 

8. And now, dear Sir, as I am about to con- 
dude my letter, and ſhould be ſorry to leave you 
| in 
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of the Chriſtian Ara a period in which the ſame 
ordered that we ſhould be born, and enjoy the re- 


89 


in grief ; as 2 remedy for the diſtreſs which you 
'muft feel in refletting how much unneceſſary trou. 
ble Kings and Ning dme,  Fudgrs and Senators have 
had, which they might have eſcaped had Dr. 
Pristley 7 ſooner ; let me remind you of 
the grand and {ure maxim of this ſage Philoſophy 
<« [Phatevcr is, is right: ” And let me mtreat you to 
than the eſtabliſhed conftitutiorr of nature and the 
immutable laws of the ſyſtem, for reſerving him to 
bleſs the concluding part of the eighteenth Century 


conſtitution of nature and immutable laws have well 


viving influence of his ſalutary doctrine! But let 
us not be content to rejorce-m it ourfelves only: 
Jet ut endeavour to diffuſe the grateful and healing 
fragrance far and near, And if we can do no more, 
let us at leaſt wiſe, that not only our own country, but 
that Kings and Kingdoms all over the earth would 
hearken to him and eſtabliſh the whole plan of 
their government upon a new bottom, n- the 
threefold. baſis of Mat. v. aim, Mechaniſm, and Ne- 
cefty, and thereon erett So inianiſm by a law. But 
I forget myſelf : wiſſting is needleſs,” and indeed 
would anfwer no end: They w ll be ſure to do it, 
if the Motive be ſufficiently * , and the eſtab- 
liſhed conftitution of nature fo ordain; 4 af! things 
« zaft, preſent and 70 come being abſolutely fixed,“ 
and it being © impoſſible any event ſhould be other- 

wiſe than it has been, is, and is to be.“ 


I remain as uſual, 
Reverend Sir, 
Yours at command, 


72 
LETTER VII, 


e 


% 


r * f r E N Vun. 


of 

1 | . : 

m Reverend and dear Sir, 

to T 0 hw you that Lam not unmindful of the 

ry cxhortation'I made bold to give in the con- 
7 uſion of my laſt letter; but that I am will- 

K. 


ig to contribute my mite towards the * 

is moſt rational and comfo; tabl- doctrine, I now fit 
pwn to inform you, that, though the Doctor“ does 
not think it neceflary to add any more (P. 79.) 
on this ſubject: yet © becauſe this queſtion has 
been rendered obſcure by an unfair and impro- | 
per manner of ſtating it, he gives another view 
of it, by which he hopes it will appear there is 


of an the foundation we could wiſh for a proper 
the accountatl.nefs and for praiſe and blame upon the 
= doctrine of neceffity, and not ſo much as a ſhadow 
ut 


of any real foundation for them upon any other 
ſuppoſition; the boaſted advantage of the dottrine 
of liberty, belonging in fact to the dottrine of ne- 

ceſſity only :” And he* is confident that his ideas 

on this ſubje& are at the Tame time thoſe of the 

vulgar, and agreeable to ſound Philoſophy.” For 
is evident the vulgar, one and all, conſider 
emlelves as mere machines, bodies without ſouls, 
whole determinafions and actions are neceſſary 
d unavoidable! and it is certain that Jound Plilo- 
bhy uniformly teaches, viz. in the writings of Lord 
aims, Mr. Hume, Dr. Prieſtley and many others, 
at matter can think and has in itſelf a principle of 
= 1m:ton! The Doctor goes on While thoſe 
WW (the ideas) of the Metaphyſicians, who have 

adopted a contrary opinion,” (the opinion of an 

| _- intelligent 
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intelligent Tpirit in man, poſſeſſed of a ſelf- deter 
ret ower) “ are founded on a mere falacy.” 
2. — Sir, how clearly the Doctor make 
this appear. When I, or the world at larg 
(P. 80.) praiſe-my ſon A.” (for doing what hy 
could not avoid) © we tell him we admire his ex 
“ cellent diſpoſition that is, the. excellent me 
chaniſm of his mind, ſo admirably conſtructe- 
that ©« all good motives have a certain and neve 
ce failing influence upon it, always {neceſſarily an 
wnavoidably ) determining his choice to what 1 
tc virtuous and honourable ; ”—unleſs when th 
fame mechaniſm of his mind, neceſſarily and ur 
avoidably determines his choice to what is vicio 
and diſgraceful ; . and that his conduct is not di 
& refed either by mere will,” however #ntelligen 
and upright, © or the authority of any other perſon, 
however juſt-and xcaſonable ;. but by the eſtabliſh 
ed conſtitution of nature and the immutable lay 
of the ſyſtem, which render all that he does a» 
ſays neceſſary and unavoidable : ſo that his condul 
good or bad (for it is either one or the other 
neceſſity ordains) © proceeds from his virtuous (e 
victous ) diſpoſition only,” (that is from the goot 
or bad mechaniſm of his mind) “ and that hi 
& good (or bad habits, are ſo confirmed that neitha 
te promiſes nor threatenings are able to draw hin 
ce aſide from his duty,” or his iin, both beim 
equally nece/ary and unavoid alle!! 
Thus to compare great things with ſmall, whe! 
I or the world at large praiſe a piece of ground, wt 
ſay we admire its 8 — in conſequenq 
of which all good cultivation = a certain and 
never failing influence upon it, always cauſing i 
to bring forth good fruit; and that its fruitfuln 
proceeds from its own good quality only, &c. T 
ds tlie ground and the boy act equally ae : 


. 
it is proper they ſhould both be praiſed in ſimilar 
nguage, | 1 
e In this reprefentation the Doctor is confi- 
dent that he keeps back nothing that is eſſential, 
the ideas of mankind” never going beyond this. 
when they praiſe any perion ;*” for they n-ver 
ppoſe that the perſons they praife could pofjibly 
zve done otherwiſe, could poſſibly have omitted 
e good they do, or have committed the evil they 
od: They always believe and take for favors * 
at when a man acts honeſtly and does generous. 
jd liberal actions, he is actuated by dable 
effity ; and that when a man breaks into his 
ghbour's houſe. and cuts his throat, he was fo 
dwerfully and neceſſarily impelled by the eſtabliſh- 
conſtitution of nature and the immutable laws 
the ſyſtem that he could not poſſibly have done 
erwiſe! „And philoſophically ſpeaking,” Dr. 
efiley aſſures us their ideas ought not to go any fur- 
an er. For —.— boo is 8 on any other 
rinciple;“ (fuppole the principle of free agency, 
Bek Mae N he who ata aa bad it, 
his power to have acted viciouſly,) © is, ſays the 
goo Doctor, really abſurd and if it were underſtood 
by the vulgar would be reprobated by them.“ (as. 
abſurd things always are!) & as certainly repug- 
hin nant to their conceptions of it,” For t are, 
ze and all clearly of opinion, a man ought not 
be praiſed for doing any thing, unleſs his doing 
it were "unavoidable, and he acted from abſolute, 
e/eſtible neceffity | Such is the concluſive reaſon- 
s of Dr. Pra:filey! Such the arguments that carry 


ani nviction to the minds of thouſands !' Surely, Sir, 
ing Ha feel their force, and like all the world, will 
ulnct come A Materialiſt, Neceſſarian and Socinian 


. Fall 
call 


{ 7 
. 

» 

* 


fore you die! © Þ 
5. But let us hear the Doctor out. This will 
learly appear (ſays = by conſidering the _—_ 

| ＋ 2 | . ON 


e circumſtances occurred; he neceſſarily 


3 So 


te of my fon B. We have ſuppoſed (P. 81.): thy 
A. has done a virtuous action, and has been con 
* mended,” (as a piece of ground is commend 

e becauſe it proceeded from the.” (neceſla 
unavoidable) © bent of his mind to virtue,” (th 
mechaniſm of his mind being ſo conſtrutted that he 
ſhould have that bent) * ſo that . e e 

W 


* we wiſhed him to have done,” and could n 
more do otherwiſe, Faw. 2 E to growl 
ſtraight can grow crooked, * us now ſuppol 
«that B. So the, very ſame thing: but 1b 
© fully underſtood that the cauſe of his right deter 
& mination was not,” the eſtabliſhed conſtitutio 
of nature or the immutable laws of the ſyſtem cor 
ſtructing the mechaniſm of his mind ſo that it n 
ceſſarily and unavoidably had a bias or diſpoſitio 
e in favour of virtue, or becauſe a good motive 
neceſſarily and unavoidably “ influenced him to d 
it; but (let it be underſtood) that his determir 
* tion was produced by ſomething within himſelf 
& caltit by what name you pleaſe,” (ſuppoſe an ir 
\. Intelligent and free ſpirit, poſſeſſed of a fe/j-determining 
| Power or liberty of choice and action) « of a quit 
te different nature, from any mechanical impulſ 
© with reſpe& to which motives of anyakind. hay 
& no: ſort of nec-fatating, compelling * influence o 
effect !—and I apprehend ” as he; ated. rig 
without being . to do it, when he mig 
have acted wrong, he would no more be though 
« a proper Cubjets of praiſe (ſays the Doctor) nc 
& withſtanding he ſhould do what was right than 
«the dice which by a fortunate throw ſhould gives 
& mart an eſtate.” 12 
6. But here I muſt beg leave to correct a little 
miſtake in the compariſon the Docto has made ui 
of, to illuſtrate his argument. B. we are to 1 
member is ſuppoſed to be poſſeſſed of an intellig:f 


an 
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and free ſpirit or a 8 power » To make 
the limile proper therefore, we muſt ſuppoſe che 
dice to poſſeſs this principle; and, not to be thrown 
by another, (in which caſe it would rather reſem- 
ble the elder fon A. who never throws himfelf, but 
is always thrown by the eſtabliſhed cenſtitution of 
nature and the immutable laws of the ſyſtem, 
having no more ſelf-determining power in him 
than a billiard ball) I fay we may ſuppoſe the dice 
to throw mflf—as B. always determines himſelf, 
and then it would read thus, © B. wauld no more be 
thought a proper ſubject of praife, notwithitand- 
ing he ſhould do what was right, than the dice 
which, poſſeſſed of an intelligent and free ſpirit 
and acting from conſideration and choice, ſhould, 
by fortunately throwing itſelf, give a man an eſtate.” 
It is true (adds the Doctor the action was right,” 
the throw. was fortunate, * but ”.(as the dice threw- 
ſelf and was not thrown by another) © there was 
« not. the proper. principle and motive, which are 
the only juſt 9 of praiſe,” viz, mate- 
nalifm, mec:anifm,. and neceſſity, without which, 
1 4% ee be 2 be nothing ex- 
cellent or praiſe-worthy in any perſon or thing !. 

7. So that you ſee, Reverend Sir, the matter is 
perfectly clear. (P. 84.) © Puniſhment would have 
no propriety or uſe, upon the doctrine of l ilo- 
* ophncal liberty,” but only on that of philoſop! ical 
e/ity, it being always quite improper to puniſh 
man for doing a thing, when he might hau 
avoided deing it, and only then proper to puniſh, 
im when. his doing it was unavoidabe;. and it 

eeing always quite ufele/s to puniſh people for com- 
itting crimes. when they are at liberty to avoid. 
ommitting them for the future,. and. only tien 
ſeful to puniſh them when they are not at liberty 
een that reſpect, and the puniſhing them can do. 

cm no good! The reaſon is, the {#28 eſtabliſhed. 
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conſtitution of nature and immutable laws of the 
ſyſtem which inſure their committing crimes, inſure 
- alfo their being puniſhed for thoſe crimes, the one 
being as neceſſary and unavoidable as the other, Hort 
both being linked togethet in the adamantine chain 

of nec: ty OS.” 5 TEL Ig 
1. And here let me ſtop to congratulate. the 
happy ſtate of my fellow creatures, born under or 
this excellent / conſtitution of nature” and ſubjed ar 
to theſe admirable © laws of the ſyſtem,“ which 
firſt neceſſitate them to commit crimes and then to er 
be puniſhed for thoſe crimes, which ordain then f 
firſt to unavoidab.e fin on earth and ten to, unavoid· ¶ Nee 
able torment in Hell! Oh! ye thieves, highway- 
men, robbers, murderers, who are confined 1n 
_ crowds in Newgate, and are expiring in troops at 
' Tyburn, I congratulate your happineſs! Your 
crimes and your puniſhments were to you equally 
unavoidable, equally indiſſoluble links of one chain! 
The eſtabliſhed conſtitution of nature and the im- 
mutable laws of the ſyſtem rendered it neceſſary 
you ſkuuld do thofe things and then be hanged and 
gibbeted for them! © Your liberty in doing what 
* you would” (ſuppoſing in picking men's pockets, 
breaking into their houſes, and cutting their throats) 
was always accompanied with the neceſſity of 
& doing what God would and no leſs nor more.“ 
Nay and you “ never had ariy appetite, paſſion or 
& temper of which God's will Was not the cauſe!” 
And now you are hanged and gibbeted for fulfil- WW: 
ling the irzefiſtible will of God, and obeying the 

fundamental laws of the fyſtgm ! But this — not 

diſtreſs you, for you are but bodies without fouls! 
mere pieces of mechaniſm and whether a clock has 
gone well or ill, its maker has a right to take it 
down when he will*and how he will and put its 
parts to what uſe he pleaſes, even to refine them in 
the fierceſt fire, if he ſee fit ſo to do. I ma " 
| ce 
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ed that you were as devoid of feeling as a Clock. 
zut it is, as it is, and you muſt be content! One 
ing Dr. Prieſtley can aſſure you of, for your com- 
ort: you ſhall, drop into a ſtate of utter inſenſibi- 
ity the moment the halter has done its office, and 
hall remain in that ſtate, perhaps for ſome hundreds 


the f years! Would to God you might remain in it 
der or ever! But that cannot be. Either in the ordi- 
jet y courſe of nature, and in conſequence of the * 
1ch {WW uliar fituation the earth will be in, through the 
to general conflagration, or by an extraordinary act 
em f omnipotence, (the Dector is not certain which 
od. Nee Difg. P. 2g9.) you ſhall again 8 out of the 
ay - arth, like muſhrooms, the mechaniſm of your 


inds will be reſtored, and you muſt be tried over 


S at gain at the bar of another judge for crimes which, 
our hrough the eſtabliſhed conſtitution of nature and the 
ay nmutable laws of the ſyſtem, were to you abſolure;y 


navoidable, and for which you were hanged and 


öbbeted on earth, but for which tis Judge, much 
ary ore terrible and fevere than ge before whom you 
and rembled at the Aſſizes, will doom you to puniſh= 
rhat | 


nent . ire dreadful, even to a. torment the 
moke of which aſcendeth up for ever and ever | 
g ut to return. Blame alſo upon the ſame 
{ ſcheme (viz, of liberty, P. 84.) would be equally 
© abſurd and ill- founded. As it would be quite 
abſu; d and i l. founded to blame any man for doing 
hat he might have avoided: and only rea nable 
and pro er to blame a man for doing what he could 


the ot avoid! For, if my child A.“ who you re- 
not member is a mere machine and all his actions pure- 
mechanical) “ a&s wrong, I tell him, that“ in 
has is much as he was not at liberty to act o herwiſe, 


Iam exceedingly diſpleaſed, becauſe he has ſhewn 
a diſpoſition,” (that is mechaniſm) of mind,“ 
oo him unavoidable, on which motives to virtue 
have no ſufficient influence; that . to. 

| | have 
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« have ſuch a propenſity to vicious indulgencies, 
tc that I am afraid he is irreclaimable,” the eſtab. 
hſhed conſtitution of nature and the immutable 
laws of the ſyſtem having ſo ordained, and (that his 
utter ruin will be the conſequence.” Exatly ſo, 
if this fame child A. happen to be ill of a dh, 
the Doctor tells him © he is exceedingly diſpleaſed 
becauſe he has ſhewn a diſpoſition. of body on 
which medicines have no ſufficient influence, and 
- that he appears to have ſuch a propenſity to drop- 
ical complaints, he is affraid he is incurable and 
that utter loſs of health or even death will be the 
conſequence,” For the cafe" is entirely parallel; 
the /n is as unavoidable as the 2 and this 
mechanical child A. can no more help the one 
than the other. Ae iar E 357 71 + # 
10. Accordingly, the Doctor tells us (P.415.) 
« The diſtinction between things natural and moral, 
s entirely ceaſes on the ſcheme of re and 
te the vices of men come under the claſs of com- 
© mom evils,” ſuch as dropſies or fevers, © pro- 
© ducing miſery; for a time; but like all other evils in 
«the ſame' great fyſtem, are ultimately ſubſervient 
4 to greater good.” The Doctor's diſpleaſure there- 
fore at his ſon A. is of the ſamt ud whether he 
Ins or is fk, whether he tells a lye, or is ill of a 
fever, and he expreſſes his diſpleaſure in ſimilar lan- 
guage. And in as much as all parents do the ſame, 
therefore the point is proved, the doctrine 1s aſcer- 
tained, and Blame, as well as praiſe “is abſurd and 
ill · founded on any fcheme except that of Materia 
iſm, Mecha:nim and NH 99 
11. Once more (P. 85.) „“ If the conſtitution of 
8 be 3 — viz. that he is poſſeſſed of an 
intelligent a irit, a H determining power,” 
«it will be Len Hat 44 5 then as 
<.pumiſhment is unavailing Alt is true that he has 
done what: is wrong, and it muſt have had bad 
Os ' & conſequences 
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te conſequences ;. but it was not from any bad dif; o- 

6 ftion (the Doctor ſhould have ſaid Mechanifm as 
6 tar of mind, that made him ſubjeC& to be (un- 
« avoidably,) influenced by bad impreſſions. No: 
& his determination had a cauſe of quite another 
« nature. It was a choice (which he was under 
no kind of neceſſity of making, being unavoidably 
ſubje& to be) . directed by no bad motive whatever, 
but a mere will acting, independently of any,” 
eſtabliſhed conſtitution of nature or immutable 
ws, neceſſitating him to be influenced by ſuch) 
tt motive My me Of 7:proaches therefore, being 
tt ill- founded, becauſe his fault was avoidable, where- 
as, had it been unavoidable they would have been 
well founded, and being incapable of having 
« any effect,“ becauſe it is not abſolutely fixed that 
they ſhall not have any, © it is my wiſdom to with- 
& hold them,” and not b/ame my ſon B. for doing 
wrong, when he was at perfect liberty to do right! 
12. How fully the Doctor is ſatisfied with the 
admirable clearn ſ of his own reaſoning upon this 
ſubje& and the irrefiſtible force of his arguments 
appears from the following paragraph (P. $6.) 1 
«this be not- a juſt, impartial = philoſophical 
e ſtate of the caſe, I do not know what is ſo: And 
« by this means it appears that the doQrine of the 
2 way influence of motives upon the mind of man, 
* makes him the proper ſubject of diſcipline, re- 
« ward and puniſhment, praile and blame, both in 
* the common and philoſophical uſe of the words; 
and the doctrine of f determination entirely diſ- 
— a man for being a proper ſubject of 
i them.” In other words, if a man's determina- 
tions and actions be n-cefſary and unavoidable, he is 
a proper ſubject of praiſe or blame, reward or pun- 
iſhment ; but if he be a free agent, determining and 
acting freely and not from unavoidable neceſſity, he 
7s not ſo, not a proper ſubject of praiſe or blame, as 

war 
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prought in defence o 
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ward or uniſiment. Such ĩs the concluſion to which 


Dr. Prieſtley wiſhes to bring us, and ſuch is the 
evidence upon which he eſtabliſhes it! We have 


ſeen the caſe fairly and philoſophically ſtated, we 


have heard the e Pa arguments which can be 
it; and now if we are not 
convinced we muſt remain irreclaimable! 


Reverend Sir 
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L. E T T E KR Vin. 
| Reverend und dear Sin 


T would hardly eſcape your obſervatiort in read» 
ing my formerletters, that Dr. Prieſtley every 
where confeunds diſciplin? with pumſument, and 
takes it for granted that they are the ſame. thing; 
that when a man is executed for murder upon a 
gibbet, it is as really an act of diſcipline, intended for 
his amendment, as when he is put into the houſe 
of correction for pilfering; and that when an ob- 
ſtinate, hardened ſinner is bid to depart accurſed into 
everlaſting fire, prepared for the devil and lis angels, this 
is as truly deligned to reclaim him, as when, for 
involuntary failings, and deplored, acknowledged 
faults, a true child of God is chaſtized by the rod of 
paternal love, that he may not be cond mcd with 
the ungodly! But however true it may be that 
the puniſhment of criminals on earth, may be con- 
trived and deſigned by the wiſdom and benevolence 
of human governments, and the puniſhment of im- 
penitent ſinners in Hell, by the divine Govern» 
ment, for the good of others, men or angels; yet it 
may require a greater fund of ingenuity and learn- 
ing than even Dr, Prieſtley is poſſeſſed of, to prove 
that juſtice and mercy are the ſame thing in God. 
and in man, and that puniſhments are always de- 
ligned for the good of the parties puniſtea 

2. But “it is ſaid (adds the Doctor P. 86.) that 
the nature of remorſe implies a ſelf. determining 
power: “ that is, that our feeling v morſe of confer» 
ence or ng ou u s, on account of com- 
mitting any fault or crime, implies that we had it 
an our power not to have committed it. But the 


Doctor 
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DoRtor is ſure © that this is no other than the ſame 
« deception, that he has explained before. For 
te blaming ourſelves or blaming another are things of 
tt the very ſame nature and depend upon the ſame 
principles.“ And we have ſeen that we are only 
to blame another for in, in the ſame ſenſe in which 
we blame him for ſckneſt, his n being as much the 
neceſſary reſult of the bad mechaniſm of his mind 
(or arrangement of matter in his brain) as his 6. 
neſs is the r=fult of the bad conſtitution of his boy, 
As therefore the 6:ing grieved that we ourſelves or 
others are fck, does not imply a ſfelf-determining 
power whereby we or 1 might che whether 
we would be ſick or not; ſo by parity of reaſon, 
the being gri-ved that we n in any inftance does 
not imply that we had it in our power not to have 
Finned in that inſtance. e 
3. The doctor explains and proves this: ** The 
© ſenſe of elf reproach and ſhame is excited by our 
& finding that we have a diſpoſition (mechaniſm) 
* of mind leading to vice, and on which motives 
virtue, in particlar cafes, have had no influence: 
juſt as grief is excited in finding we have a eonſti- 
tution of body leading to ſick neſs, and on which 
medicines, for the recovery of health, have in 
certain caſes had no influence. If = 87.) I 
blame myſelf for any thing elſe, viz. for not ex- 
Lerting a ſelf- determining power, by which I may 
5% ſuppoſe that I might have acted otherwiſe. inde- 
i pendently of the previous diſpoſition (mechaniſm) 
* of mind and the motives then preſent to it,” 
(when the liquor ſparkled in the glaſs, or the har- 
lot ſmiled) * the ies is not at all adapted to exite 
any proper remorſe, For it has been ſhewn” (and 
with what demonſtration we have ſeen!) “ to 
afford no foundation for blame whatever, and in 
< the nature of things cannot poſſibly do it.“ As it 
is in the nature of things impoſſible it 3 
affor 


* 
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Word any foundation for b/ameing a man when he 
s drunk or commits /ewdneſs, to know that he 
as under no neceffity of acting ſo, but might have 
pt himſelf chaſte and ſober, * For on this ſup- 
poſition (that 1s, that he might have done other- 
wiſe) there is nothing vicious or —— 
that is the proper cauſe of the action (The 
Kor muſt mean nothing wrong or defective in the 
echaniſm of his mind) © but ſomething that bears 
no ſort of relation to morality,” viz. the wrong 
of his liberty, the acting wrong when he might 
we ated right. This, according to the Doctor, 
ars no ſort of relation to morality! Nor indeed 
y thing except materialiſm, mechaniſm and 
ceſſity, nothing according to his doctrine being 
pral except what is mechanical, neceſſary and unav:id- 
le / ö 
4. But how does Dr. Preſley prove that the 
rong uſe of one's liberty bears no ſort of relation 
morality ? why ! morals (ſays . depend upon 
inward diſpoſitions of mind and good or bad 
habits,” which, we are to remember, are the ne- 
flary and unavoidable conſequence of the eſtab- 
ſhed conſtitution of nature and the immutable 
ws of the ſyſtem; © but this ſelf- determination 
is a thing capable of counteraQling all diſpoſitions 
and all habits, and not by means of contrary 
WT diſpoſitions and contrary habits,” neceſſarily and 
avoidably introduced, (in which caſe one 
W'ght bear with it) “but by a power of quite 
WT another nature; a power implying that he who 
termined fooliſhly and acted wickedly, might, by 
Wipending his volitions and actions till he had con- 
red, and by applying to God in prayer for 
ght and aid, have determined and acted otherwiſe, 
d to this power the Doctor is confident, © appro- 
bation or diſapprobation, in a moral ſenſe, praiſe 
or blame cannot poſſibly belong.“ 
5+ A man indeed (P. 88.) when he reproaches 
6 “ himſef 
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se himfel{ for any particular action in his paſt co 
te duct, may fancy that if he was in the ſame ſit 
ce tion again he would have acted differently, | 
& this is a mere deception, and if he examines hin 
<« ſelf ſtrictly and takes in all circumſtances, he m 
ese be ſatisned that with the ſame inward diſpe 
de tion,” (mechaniſm) „of mind, and with p 
&.cifely the ſame views of things he then had 
(which to him were unaviidab/e) * excluſive of i 
« others he has. acquired by reflection /ince, h 
< cculd not have ated otherwiſe than he di 
ee But will this convittion,” (viz. that as he w 
circumſtanced he could not have acted otherwil 
than he did) * at all leſſen his ſenſe of grief 
© ſhame?” Many will ſuppoſe it will, 7 4 
Doctor is ſure that ; on the contrary it will on 
& more fully ſatisfy him that his'diſpoſition * (m 
cChaniſm) and habit of mind at that time were 
© bad that the vicious adtion was unavoidab! 
And the ſenſe which he now has of this deplorabl 
ce ſtate of (the mechaniſm of) © his tes * — 10 
through any fall of his firſt parents, (which th 
Doctor wholly diſbelieves) but through the eſti 
liſhed conftituticn of nature and the immutatl 
laws of the ſyſtem formed by God, © will operate, 
if thoſe lass and that ſyſtem ſo ordain, “ to mak 
et him act better and become better diſpoſed fer th 
« future, ſo that upon another ſtmilar occaſion þ 
* would not do what he did before,” that is, Ig 
again, if it be ſo aint d and fixid, in the conf 
tution of nature ind laws of the ſyſtem ; for % 
muſt.and will be obeyed in all things, great au 
Ttmall, nor can any deſerni nation or action, thong 
or dire, trmprr, zword or work be ctherwite than the 
have fixed and appointed. 2 | 
6. And now, my dear Sir, is it not apparentt 
any body, how well calculated this moſt Agua 
and erf d, confijt.nt doc rine is, to ſilence all t 
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mours of an accuſing conſcience and allay all 
r foreboding fears of divine vengeance! All our 
terminations and all our actions are . 
d fixed by immutable laws: They are all u c:fa- 
and unavoidable : They could not poſhbly have 
zen otherwiſe than they have been: Our liberty 
in doirg what we would was always accompani- 
ed with the neceſſity of doing what God would, 
neither-leſs nor. more.” Nay © we have never 
had any paſſion, will or appetite of which God's 
will was not the cauſe” *©* Whatſoever is, is 
right: Sin is as right as ſickneſs: P. 115. It 
comes under the claſs of common evils, produ- 
cing milery for x time, but like all other evils in 
the fame great 58 is ultimately ſub;ervient to 
greate good. In this light therefore every thing 
without diſtinftion may be ſafely afcribed to 
God.“ For © whatever terminates in good, phi- 
loſophically ſpeaking, is good.“ And thought 
this is a view of moral evil which, however :z- 
nocent and even ful in ſpeculation, no wiſe man 
can or would chooſe to att upon himſelf, becauſe 
our underſtandings are too limited for the appli- 
cation of ſuch a means of good; yet “ a being 
of infinite knowledge may introduce it with the 
greateſt advantage.” And „ whether we be vir- 
tuous or vicious (P. 116.)—it' will be equally a 
nec-f/ary part of the whole.“ Nay if we have 
en fallen into great and grievous crimes, ſtill we 
„ee not be uneaſy, for (P. 125.) „According to 
| the moſt fundamental laws of nature and ndbed: 
WI the ur, nature of things,” great virtues in ſome 
could not be generated, or exiſt, but in conjunc- 
aon with great vices in others; for it is this op- 
þ 2 that not only exhibits them to advantage 
but even, e peak ing, creates them.“ 
nn perfeft conſiſtency with this, the Doctor 
ures us (P. 122.) © jt is well obſcrved by a writer: 
| 5 * who 
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& who calls himſelf Search, Moral evil, werę no evi] 
&« if there was no natural evil, that is if God wou 
be fo indu/g:nt as to ſuffer our ſins to go unpuntſte 
there would be no evil in them; a ſentiment u 
which moſt this and robb:rs, adultcrers and my 
derers will readily ſubſcribe : They will readily be 
lieve that there would be no evil in the crim 
they have committed, if magiſtrates on earth, ant 
God in heaven would but omit to puniſh ther 
And with them, as with this Mr. Search and D. 
Priefiley *it is a natural evil,” the puniſhm-nt annexe! 
to fin, and not jen itſe f, ** that creates the difficulty, 
and they are perhaps willing to allow too, that * th 
© quality of this (natural) evil is the ſame fron 
* whatever cauſes it may ariſe.” And if the 
could but gc rid of this and eſcape ſuffering, the 
could eaſily diſpoſe of the /n. They could at lea 
{ay with Mr. Hume, (in words which I rath 
wonder Dr. Prieftley ſhould find fault with (P. 118, 
as they are inſeparably connected with his doctrin 
& upon the ſcheme of neceſſity human actions c. 
& either have no turpitude at all, as proceedin 
« from. ſo good a caule, (the Deity) or if they ca 
“have any moral turpitude, _ muſt involve 0 
© Creator in the ſame guilt, while he is acknov 
“ ledged to be their ultimate cauſe and author.” C 
if they chuſe rather to ſay with Dr. Prieſtley (P. 117 
that © our ſuppoſing God to be the author of {i 
& as upon the ſcheme of neceſſity he muſt in fat 
be the author of all things, by no means impli 
„that he is a ſinful being; yet on the principle 
above deſcribed, they will eaſily be able to ſhaii 
off remorſe on account of ſin and reſt aſſured th 
in finning, they have done no great harm, | 
3. And methinks, dear Sir, if at any time . 
feel any ſorrow or diſtreſs for ſin, it can only 

_ owing to our not adopting the Doctor's ſcheme of 


as he ſays to his friend, Dr. Feb, in the Dedicati f 
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de not getting our minds * fully expanded to con- 


evil 

ou ceive and att up to the great principle aſſerted in 
bis treatiſe,“ or not being © careful,” as he there 
1t io: horts his friend, © to ſtrengthen and extend theſe 


mu great and juſt views of this glorious. ſyſtem.” ' 
caving you, Sir, to conſider what great advantages 

ill accrue to us by taking the Doctor's exhortation, 
au ind to reflect that, had this wonderful ſyſtem been 
publiſhed to mankind in the early ages of the world, 
any hundreds and thouſands of broken hearted 
exe inners, would have been ſaved much unneceſſary 
rouble and diſtrefs: which however could not be, 
becauſe the eſtabliſhed conſtitution of nature and 
he immutable laws of the ſyſtem had fixed matters 
dtherwiſe : and leaving you to. congratulate our 
pwn age and nation upon the happineſs. it enjoys 
n being, through that eſtabliſhed conſtitution and . - 


thefiheſe immutable.laws, deſtined o be fo prolific of 
118, age + ta.ofo-hers and ſound Divines, who enli hen , 
rine nd 4% it by their great and glorious diſcoveries ;- 
Fu | I remain: . | 

cu Tour obedient ſervant, 

— 3 In him whoſe blood alone 

. PFrees from condemnation, 
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Reverend and dear Sir, 


F a proſpect of the advantages to be derived 

1 from this famous ſyſtem will not induce us to 
venture with the Doctor into his philoſophical Bal. 
loon, or perſuade us to take hold on the three links 
of his chain, Materialiſm, Mechaniſm and Neceſſic), 
that he may draw us up above “ the groſs corrup- 
tions of Chriſtianity,” thoſe fogs and miſts which 
darken the proſpe&s of vulgar minds ;—if we fil 
refuſe to aſcend with him to a ſituation ſo elevated, 
. though thereby. our views of men and things, of 
cauſes and effects would be enlarged and cleared in 
a manner hardly to be conceived by us, while we 
ſtand on this * leve] of common ſaith, termed 
Orthodaxy ; yet methinks, while we keep our ſta. 
tion on firm ground, we may, without danger of 
broken bones or diſlocated limbs, follow him with 
our eyes 2 little longer, that, if poſſible, we may 
mark the height to which he ſoars, the point where 
he terminates his aerial voyage and the uſe he makes 
of his ſublime diſcoveries. 3 
2. You, will not wonder, dear Sir, conſidering 
this _ and wonderful ſyſtem, ſuch, I think, 
as few, it any before himſelf, ever attempted to 
reconcile, with Chriſtianity, that *many of the Noc- 
* tor's Philoſophical acquaintance (as he tells us 
& Phil. Nec. P. 200.) treat with a good natured re- 
64 dicule his profeſſion of Chriſtianity : and tho 
(as he ſays) he may either argue the caſe with 
& them ſeriouſly, or ſmile in his turn at their redicu- 
« ling him;” yet, methinks, he will not eaſily 
convince them or any body elſe, who knows what 
| Chriſtanuy i 
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_ Chriſtianity is, that there is the leaſt ſimilarity be- 
tween his principles and the grand fundamental 
doctrines of the religion of Jeſus, as hey have deli- 
vered them unto us, wha, from the beginning, were eye- 
witn-fſes aud miniſters. of the ward, | 

3. But that is of little importance, for © to repeat 
« what he has ſaid on a former occaſion, he can 
« truly ſay / Pref. P. 22.) that if he were to take 
« his choice of any nietaphyſical queſtionto defend 
i againſt all oppugners, it ſhould be. the doctrine 
of Philoſophical Neceſſity: There is no truth of 
& which he has leſs. doubt and of the ground of 
« which he is more fully ſatisfied, (not that, I pre- 
ſume, of the being of a God.) © Indeed there is no 
te abſurdity more glaring to his underſtanding than 
E the notion of philoſophical liberty.” Under theſe 
ſtrong, therefore, and according to his own ſyſtem, 
irre/iftible impulſes which bear away his mind like a 
billiard ball, what are the grand doctrines of Chriſ- 
tianity, though founded on the inſpiration of Evan. 
' gelifts and Apoſtles, that they ſhould be able to make 
reſiſtance, or to oppoſe ſo great a Doctor, in fo ſwift 
a motion, towards ſo glorious an object, the con- 
verting all fleſh to So. in aniſm Alas! the very 
foundation of theſe is undermined and they are 
thrown down in one moment! For whatever de- 
ference might be due to the authority of the Evan- 
_ and Apoſtles as fpeakers, concerning which 

Prieſiey cannot pronounce poſitively as he 
never heard them, yet, © he has. frequently avowed. 
« himſelf nat fo be a belieyer in their inſpiration, 
% as. writers,” and therefore. among other. things 
holds the ſubjett of the miraculous conception 
© to be one, with reſpe& to which any perſon is 
fully at liberty to think, as the evidence ſhall ap= 
 Epear to him.“ Lets. to Dr. Herſehy. 

4. By theſe views, it is plain, the Doctor is di- 

rected in all his Theological reſcarches ; and there- 


fore 


da) 


fore when he thinks the infpired writers © reaſon 


80 v (as he is perſuaded the Apoſtle 
Paul in particular ęſten does, See Hiſt. of Co. Vol: 


11. P. 370.) he pays no kind of deference to their 


authority. And in the general, in makin 
tions fron them, he takes as much as he E or 
as ſuits his ſcheme, and leaves the reſt. When their 
ſentiments happen to tally with his own on an 
point, then he appcals to them and lays great 
upon their declarations. But when it is Cit 
as it generally is, Who are they, theſe illittrate, un- 
fila phaca! Harem Poem never ſpent a day in their 
fees 2 the ſtudy of mathematical or metaphyſical 
truth, that 15 opinions ſhould have any weight, 
when laid, in the ballance againſt the profound 
Erudition and fage philoſophy- of Joſ. Prieſtley 
L. L. D. P. R. S. Dy his two learned and 


thinkin friends, ohn , M. D. and the Rev. 


" Theoptal::s Lindſty? not to mention Mr. Hobb. 1, 


Lord Kaims, or Dr. Hartley, their predeceſſors in 


the glorious cauſe of Sal hays mechanifm, and ne- 


ceffity 
a 55 But to retorn. Ae Neg. 
£c 


uafion f. 1 P. 366.) that Material:fin, So- 


*. ceman:fm, and „ are equally parts of one 


25 Lad e whoever duly conſiders. their 


e connexion and dependence on one another, will 
L q nd no fufficient conſiſtency in any general 


«ſcheme of p D wack that does net comprehend 

< them all; ” fo, < advanced what his oc- 
«curred to him in ſappore: of all the tree parts of 
«this ſyſtem, he is confident that in due time the 
. truth (as he calls it) will bear down before it 


a. every oppoling prejudice, how inveterate ſoever, 
60 


and gain a firm eſlabliſiment in the minds of 4 
&.men.” As the minds of all men, are, accordi | 
dis doArine, nothing but pieces of 8 
moved by mechanical laws, ſo the Doctor. it ſeems, 


having 


reer 
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having got a thorough inſight into theſe, curious 
Machines, and having, no dcubt, long ago attzined 
a perfect knowledge of Mcchan.cs, is enabled by 
proper computations, concerning the force f mot/ves, 
&c. to pronounce. that by and by (he docs not 
poſitively ſay when) all theſe Clocks will ſtrike to- 
gether and give three harmonious ſounds, cauſing ſur- 
rounding ſpheres to eccho, with Materialiſim, Socini- 
anyfm, and Neceſfity. 1 ie: 
6. In the mean time, till that happy day arrive 

when all fleſh ſhall ſee (ſhall I ſay this great ſalva- 
tion ? nay rather let me ſay) this dreadful degrada- 
tion of our rational and immortal nature, and all 
Adam's poſterity ſhall confeſs, with one voice, 
that hoy have no pre-eminence above the beafts of 
the earth, the trees of the wood, or the water of the 
river: the learned Doctor to apply as far as poſſible 
and make every preſent uſe that can be made of 
theſe levers and pullies, which his philoſophical 


ſyſtem contains, to heave from the mechanical 


minds of men ſome of theſe 8430 corruption 
of Chriſtianity, which, no doubt, clog their mo- 
tions, and prevent ſo many of them from keep- 


ing pace with Dr. Prifilzy and his learned aſ- 


ſociates in their {wift progreſs in making diſcove- 
ries ;—the Doctor (I iay) aſſures us Dig P. 35.) 

that (it is a capital advantage of the doctrine of 

% Materialiſm, that it leaves no ſhaddow of ſupport 
* for the doctrine of (Chriſts) Pre- exiſtence,“ which 
he calls “the injudicious exaltation of our Savi- 
„ our,” For P. 355. © That man is wholly ma- 
terial is eminently ſubſervient to the doctrine of 
© the proper or mere humanity of Chriſt. For 


«© (they are his own words) if no man has a ſoul 


© diſtin& from his body, Chrift, who in all other 
reſpects appeared as a man could not have had a 
5 foul” (nor, as he means, any nature whatever) 


& which had exiſted. before the body,” And there- 


fore 


— es ont 
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_ fore, like other men, could be no more than x 
piece of mere mechaniſm, a well contrived ma- 
cChine, all whoſe' motions. were mechant al, nec:fſary+ 
and unavordabe. NL e 
7. The Doctor has. now got the Son of God, 
the Saviour of finn-rs, the Prince of th: Kings cf the 
earth, as law as he could wiſh him. He has made 
Him a mere piece of*Clock-work, thinking, ſpeak. 
ing and acting, in all things and at all times, 92 
certain mechanical laws, which he could not poſ- 
ſibly reſiſt, and though as innocent of evil, yet as 
incapable of good, of piety or of virtue, as the 
Wheel of a cart, or the un and reflux of the tide. 
And to bring him low the Doctor is determined, 
for he has two ſtriags to 1 bow mcg > he we 
| hope tonorant.y ) againſt Immanue/, God with us, 
| 8 os ods 128er Uh Doctor may be aware of 
it, both views his conduct and prays (as of old) 
&« Father, forgive him for he knows not what 
& he does!“ For Di. P. 336) © ſhould the 
Doctor have failed (of which, however, he enter- 
tains not the leaſt doubt) ĩn the proof of the mater:a ity - 
* of man, arguments enough remain independent of 
« this, to prove the non. pre- cæiſtence of ' Chriſt,” 
and that he is but a mere man, not-i19 much as con- 
ceived in any extraordinary way, but begotten like 
other men, (only before proper wedlock) and as. 
truly the ſon of Jef as of Mary. | | 
8. And now, dear Sir, the way is perfectly 
cleared for doing all that remains to be done, for- 
removing the remaining © groſs errors, (as he calls 
them) Which he tells us, (P. 333) © have gotten 
« the name of Calviniſm, ſuch as Original / fin, the 
«.Atonement-of Chriſt,“ and the Influence of di- 
vine grace upon the ſoul. For man being only 
a mere body, without a cu, a mere piece of mechan- 
iim, certainly can have no more ſin, original or 
actual, than the trees of the field. And God; 
8 having. 
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having formed him what he is, and conſtituted the 
whole chain of cauſes and effects, and ſet the ma- 
chine agoing, ſurely could never be diſpleaſed with 
any of the motions, of which he was the ſole and 


continual Author. Hence no aton ment for fin coul 


ever be watited, it being impoſſihle God ſhould 
ever be offended with his own work. And then 
Chriſt himſelf, whom his followers have fondly oy 
poled to be a _ Mediator B. teen God and man, ſo far 
from being worthy of being advanced (as he ex- 
«: preſſes it P. 279.)to the high rank of the firſt and 
e principle emanation of the Deity, the yovs or A 
te of the Platoniſts, and the Sninryveyos under God 
* in making the world; Chriſt himſelf, I ſay, 
being no more than a mere mechanical Being, 
without any proper liberty of hott? or action could 
never be able truly to ſay, Sacrifice and offering t' ou - 
would:ft not, a body J aſt thou jr. pared me, lo I c me td 
do thy wil O / 8.4 br offering up that body; 
could never voluntarily, undertake our cauſe, ſuf- 
fer in our ſtead and atone for our fins. 
| 9. And as to the /i it of Gcd viſiting the fouls of 
men, men have no ſo.ls to be viſited by that ſpirit ; 
they are mere matter and it is not conceivable by 
the Doctor how it is poſſible for ſhirit to act upon 
Ma tr. Nay. * had the queftion (P. 160.) been 
conſidered with due attention, what. has been 
called a diſiculty would (he doubts not) have 
been deemed an impoſſibility ; or ſuch a myſtery 
+ as that of the bread and wine in the Lord's ſup- 
* per becommingthe real body and blood of Chriit, 
* or that of each of the three perſons in the Trinity 
being equally God, and yet there being no more 
* Gods than one; which in the eye of common 
+ ſenſe (he tells us) are not properly difficulties or 
* myſteries, but dire & c:ntradictions, Tuch as that of 
* a thing being and not bein at the ſame time.” And 
he pronounces (P. 61.) © that let a man, torture his 
Hat imagination 


9 
* jmagination as much as he P eaſes, it is impoſſible 
for him to conceive even the poſſibility of mutua! 
action without ſome common property.—A ſub. 
< ſtance that is kard, may act wen. be ated upon by 
* another hard ſubſtance or even by one that 
« js loft, —but it is certainly impoſſible it ſhould 
© affect or be affected by a ſubſtance that can make 
no reſiſtance (viz. a ſpiritual ſubſtance) and eſ- 
& pecially a kind of ſubſtance that cannot, with 
any propriety of ſpeech, be ſaid to be even in the 
ee fame place with it. If this be not an impoſſibi- 
“ lity (adds he) I really do not know what is fo.” 
10. It is true, he ſays theſe things with reſpect 
to the ſoul not being able, were it a ang, fJent- 
ua, and immaterial ſubſtance, as is generally den 
to affect or influence the body : but if his reaſoning 


has any force, it is equally concluſive againſt God, 
as a Spirit, being able to influence the mind of man, 
which the Doctor thinks to be wholly material, or 


indeed to influence matter in general. Hence he 

tells us, three pages after, that Bauſobre acknow- 
« ledges this difficulty even with reſpect to the 
« Deity himſelf, but (adds ey he gives us no al- 
* fiſtance with reſpett to the ſolution of it.” Bau- 

ſobre's words, as quoted by the Doctor are - If the 
& ſubſtance of the firſt Mover be abſolutely imma- 

« terial, without extenſion and without 92 one 

& cannot conceive how it ſhould give motion to 

* matter; becauſe ſuch a ſubſtance can have no 
* hold of them, (material ſubſtances) any more than 

« they have upon it. We muſt therefore have re- 

« courſe to the. Chriſtian ſyſtem, according to 

© which God acts upon matter by an act of his will 

© only.” „But (ſays Dr. Prieſtley) if the ſubſtance 
of a ſpirit cannot act upon matter, how can the 

mere volirion, which is the mere act of a ſpirit 
affect it ? He therefore is inclined to think that God 
Aimſelf is material, (at leaſt as far as the world is ſo) 
15 | a 
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Dutt of God. 
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tue world is God, Nay he will not even ſto 


EF: 
3 Joftrine which relieves us under the great dif- 
ficulty of conceid ing how the world could be made 
dut of nothing 4 * that caſe it migh ght be made 
18. Phi. And obſerves 
P. 108. Wonen perſon thi to apply 
«the term miterial to Tech natures Ne 


„ell as man) the Hypotheſis he advances con- 


© cerning matter makes it to be à very different 
«kind of materialiſm from the groſſer ſort.” And 
he tells us 12 176.) chat he has confidered the doc- 
« trite of _ immateriality both by the light of 

alfo of the Serre without finding 
«any foundation for it in either.“ 


11. It appears therefore, that, according to the 


Doctor, the u mundi, the Soul of the world, the 


Deity himfelf, as well as the ſoul of man, is a re- 
fined kind of matter, and therefore, for any thing 
he knows to the contrary, may be the effect of a 
certain arrangement of . matter in the Uni- 
verſe, that greater world, as the foul of man is the 
effect of a certain arrangement of matter in his 
body that . So that inſtead of God making 


me world as the vul gar have unphiloſophically 
' believed, the world _ St make Goa, even as the 


body makes che ſbul. If therefore we have the cou- 
rage to follow our Fares Robe as far as he yy lead us, 
he will bring us in the end to do or 
dpinoꝛiſm, either that there is no Gd l a or that 
there: 
for after having proved that there is nothing but 
matter in the Univetſe, he will then turn the tables 
and demonſtrate, on the other fide, that there is no 
matter at al: / 

12. He had deemed it an inſuper able difficulty, nay 
an br gun wmpoſſibiity to conceive how a etal 
and maternal ſubſtance could aft upon matter, 
becauſe ſuch a fubſtance (P. 61.) having according 
to the uſual definition of it, 4 no relation to place, 

H 6s muſt 
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<-muſt. in that caſe, aft where it is not, But hit 
 tyftem ſappoſes that matter can act where it is not. 
For having denied jo. idity and imenetrabi. ty to be 
properties of matter, and having made its pro- 
perties-to, be only repulſion and ackraction, he fup» 
Poſes that repulſion. and attraftion both take place 
at ſome diſtance from the. real ſurface, of bodies, 
Which is certainly e ne? a hs thy are” 
nad? This, indeed he acknowledges, in the illuſ- 
- - trations he has added to his work (P. 350.) as 
« a conſiderable dificalt;,”” and tells us that * ſome 
& deem it an abſurdity,” But be it a difficulty or 
even an abſurdity, he will ſwallow it, rather — | 
give up his dofrige of Materia iſm, Mechan m and 
Wege, the 


ree links of the adamantme chain; 
which he bas made to bind both, God and man. 
1g. But this is not all. He not only makes mat. 
ter abt, where! 25 not, but he makes it aft when 3: 25 
nat, when, according to his ſcheme, it can abſolute; 
| ly have no exiſtence. He denies that it has any 
Jolid extent, or that there is any thing whatever 
* properly ſolid or impenetrable in it, Difg,, P. 1 
«That it is poſſeſſed, of powers of attrattion an 
** repulſion, he knows, but that there is any thing 
in or bel-ngt:g to matter capable of reſiſtance 
© beſide thoſe powers of repulſion, does not appear 
t© from any phenomena that we are yet acquainted. 
ec with; and; therefore, as a Philoſopher, he is 
not. authorized to . that any dach a thing 
— exiſts,” Matter thefore is nathang, reeling an 
altrafting. It has been aſſerted, 1 s he P. 17.) 
ee and the aſſertion has never been 88 that, 
& for any thing we know to the contrary, all th 
© ſolid matter in the ſolar ſyſtem. might be A e 
e within a nutſie ].“ But if we will have a little 
patience, he will bring it into leſs compaſs than a 
nutſhell. „It is objected (ſays he P. 3531.) “ that 
according to my definition of matter it muſt be 
mf. 7 | N abſolutely 


a» 
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* abſolutely nothing, betauſe, behath extenſion- 
[obſerve there 75 no ſo id extenſion) «it conſiſts of 
nothing but the wers of! attraftiin and repulfon, 

& and, becaufe F ave. ſometimes ſaid 3t_conh 3 


"Fo « phyficaF ts on, poſſefſed of *thofke powers.“ 


In this he owns he © may have expreſſed himſelf 
« rather incautiouſly. But (P. 353.).“ wie fay - 
hat on this hypotheſis, there is no fuch thing as 
„matter and that every thing is fpirit, he has no 
a And P. f If he, be _ how _ 
upon his hypotheſis matter differs from ire 
he 6 Tee it no way Concerns him or . 
Phitsſophy to maintain that there is any ſuch d 
| « ference between theiti, as has Hitherto been f 
4 poſed.” The creating mind and the created * 
ſtance (he believes) - equally deſtitate of ſolidity 
or e F | 8 Ba hal. Dig. ſo that we 


dre come 0 0 again. hes we let out. Firſt, 


There is n In Une Unive, even God him 


3 Gps of ſpinits, 3s wiatortnt = All is 


both'the Crit 2 his Ureacures, + Stondy, Alz 
the matter in the Solar ſytem may be contatned in 
a nut tell nay W 0 VP as all: py 
or nothing 
14. Fhus, Sir, the two hemiſpheres meet ext 
other and one may arrive at the Eaſt- Indies by ſail- 
ing 2 well as eaft.” So that Dr. Pri-ftley and 
Dr. Berkley, theſe tuo profound Phitoſophers, that 
have honoured our nation and enriched literature 
with their extraordinary diſtoveries, are at no ſuch 
diſtance ftom each other as "they have been ſup- 
"I pied but though ſetting out in contrary directions, 
ave however arrived at the ſame end. Dr. Ber- 
c ſet his face to prove that there is no material 
: world, no matter at all in the-univerſe ; but that all 
it ſpirit ;' And Dr. Prieſtley has ſet his face the con- 
trary way and proceeded to ſhew that there is no 
int, chat the whole ' world is compoled of mene 
| matter 
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Natter, even the mind of man, and that, Cod himſelf 
v material. And after long and laborious wander 

| ings, they have met at length in one point and we 
NE Wen how thery, Paths the that £4 15; Nor nIN G. 1 
= maps. the ſhipwreck their ſchemes, have ſuffered, 
jk deter, at leaſt, the v 9 from venturing to 
follow them. in the boundleſs ſeas of ſpeculation and 
fancy, and that they will be willing to — cle 


Vagina alley 49d. cowl io he i 
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2 and | enquire what it teaches with 
ape 


16. Though: I wo, dear Sir, that this 1 
' ſcheme of dofring confutes itfelf, and, is tog great 
an abſurdity. throughout, in all its parts, for any 
2 durphiloſopher to to glows vet ſor e canfirmar 
dien obiny-own fark. anc mat ur y n. to «al 
£ © Abb there ſheets may fall, E 
to my giving to the public 
Mr. „ had left in 17 to the r * 
one of thoſe heads, viz, the iu nit Ch 1 
hawe put down. and ſhall do Weighs 8. Chr to 
the Chriſtian reader a few .paſſages of, Scripture 
_ : ſeem to me abfolutely to diſprove his doc- 
1 trine of the mere materiality of man, and to prove 
c demonſtration the diſtinction * — . | 
— exiſt between foul and body, Sr 
inues to live when the latter dies. 
1 — being thus deſtroyed, the ſu . 
WEE 'crefted upon it, Dr. Prieſtlex's ſtrong ciſtle which 
VE; 'he — to defend againſt all afferants, viz. 
that man is a mere machine and that all his actions 
and volitions are necefſary and unavoidable, falls of 
courſo and — © like the baſcleſs fabric of a, 


16 vilion. a 


ee ION at ts 
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4 viſion.“ Though indeed (in dent of this) 
his doctrine of Neceffity has been already very ably- 
and fully confuted by others on other grounds, as. 
have alſo his arguments and thoſe of Dr. Taylor 
againſt original fin, What remains of the Socinian 
Doctrine, reſpecting the Attonement of Chriſt and di- 
vin Grace, may hereafter come under our confider- 
ation, ſhould God be pleaſed to give ability and 
my. 4 e * 
Gare 5-4 that under the goſpel which hath. 
brought . life and wnmorta ty to hght; we ſhould be 
obliged to go back beyond the the ſtate of heath: 3- 
im, and prove to perſons, that call themſelves 
Chriſtians that the ſoul does not die with the body, 
a truth known and believed among the moſt ſavage. 
Nations, | N 


Reverend and dear Sir, 
Lour Son in the Goſpel; 
And Servant in Chriſt Jeſus, 
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